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art me 10 10 4 ann 


IN This charter we 4 an 1 oY 
defence Pau made for himſelf before king 
. the Raman ,goverbor, and. a' great 
company. of nobility and, gentry, the chief of 
the land of Juda in which is obſeryable, the 
beauty and force of the moſt perſuaſive elo- 
quence, the ſincerity of the chriſtian; and the 
authority aud majeſty of the apoſtie. The 
manner in which he ſpake, dre from Fefus a 
confeſſion. of bis great learning: though his 
1gnorance of the great truths of the r 
tde ſuhject of Pauls diſeourſe, made FE re- 
fleet vpon him as mad; from which unjuſt 
reflection, Paul vindicates bimſelf in a Very 
bandſome manner, by; modeſtly denying the 
charge, and appealing to king A2rippa for the 
truth of those maagers, of W. een 
Which he ſpake. 2 bog 2s 
In this ſpeech, aſter r r 
e W 70 * 
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him ;. and obſerves, tha 


1 the gentiles. Ver. 


fidentiy appeal 


truth of thoſe facts, which were the foundation 
of the Chriſtian 


| [<> ogra; mold hardepedinfidctinv the brd 
ob Nabe dduld not deny Fheneg 


baking 


| L knowelt the great and wonderful rh ing tht 
„% have: ben, wrought by: him, ” and 57 his. 


be gives an account of that wonderful provi. 
. dence, by which he was gblj ed 5 

of a mol zcileus and bigored Fe 
ſecutor of.chraſtanizy, the: 


and 6 155 
of it, the only cauſe of the Jets hatred. of 

Jef at pub taught was 
no otller than wha he Prophets 
had foretold z. that ey ould fuffer and lag 


N e not "IM in a | 


ians of tt day dd con- 
tot che Whole world for the 


T heſe things,” 
Corwer.. Phe Chr] 


religion, chat is, the witatleT, 
s and death of Cheſt F aht 


Which fas; 
ps, of the Old 


compared wich the prop 


Testament, were abundantly: ſufficient” evi- 
denten of the truth of the go 


ſpel, Upen this 
around he aſks that queſt] n 
ee nation and 

eh; Puul theſeforè, as lit ew 
arton for maki g's doubr of this, 
anſwers foe him, I know: tba thow belioveſt. 
Theiconchufion therefore which: he leaves him 
1 draw from thence, was this; * Since thou 


bebe vuſd the Prophet, and what they fore- 


<- told: of the Meſſah is ſo f 


in 


fully accom 
in Jeſus of + Nazareth, and thou thy al 
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Seim E TnxtoLUTION. in Raticton. 8 
= the truth of the goſpel, and that 1 have 
done well to obey the heavenly viſton, in 
oh preaching Feſus of Nazarnth as the Chriſt? 
It'was' perle Aerippa ſa the force of the 
argument, that he expreſſes himſelf as he does 
in the text; Almost, or within a little, thou 
per ſuadiſß me te. be'a cbriſtian. Some think 
it very unlikely Agrippa ſhould? make ſuch a 
confeſſion as his before the Romay governor, 
and all that audience, and therefore underſtand 
the word:, as if ſpoken ironically; Doſt thou 
think, ” Phu, fo ea to make a Chriſtian of 
mes We, it will not be done ſo foon as thou 
imaginet. But as the force and evidence wich 
iich or ake, might well draw: from 
Avripps ſuch à confeſſion,” without! regard to. 
Hts ar ſo the anſwer Pau made him, 
play ſhews, chat he underſtood! the on 6 
we 80 And: not as ſp. | "Be. 
ſides, that the favoufab'e opinioh-he 1 ere of 

Pauls eue afterward; her s that Ad was in a 
pattieuſar winner moved by what Poult (aid; So 
quick and pod, balfol is ce rd God! ſo fü 
was Chrit's promiſe to his diſtiphs her om- 
Rane that chen They were calle before tings 

and g Ger norte, it "ſhould be: given tbem in that. 
547 re! o ſpeak, Matt. x, 18, 1 8 
he! 2001, vive. 786i a out and #3, 0", dcs 

their"! 1 fhould not be able to Tf 
uke xxi 15. We ſee then, fo grear was tha 
evidence and force of wüst the "apoſtle; de- 
wered, that the king owus himſelf amo per! 
uaded to Become à Chriſtian. Abd why hot 
e "Wis "it for want" of -ſufficieny - 
18 Dh atguments? 


be Niture and Cauſes of Ser, I. 
N arguments? No certainly; the reaſons the | 
| apoſtle gave, were ſo convincing, that would 


ne have continued his attention to them, would 
He have taken them thoroughly into conſidera- 


tion, he muſt have been not only almoſt, but 


altogether perſuaded.- The miracles he knew, 
and hi hots nation of the Jes knew, that 
Chriſt and his diſci ples wrought; the exact 
accompliſhment'of al the ancient prophecies; 
and the miraculous: converſion of the apoſtle 
Faul himſclf, who there gave his teſtimony 


before them all; theſe were-ſufficient for con- 


Vviction: eſpetially when joined with the holy 
Iife- and docttine of \Chriſt, ſo ſuitable and 
_agrecable, in all teſpects, to the word of God 
"in the Old Teſtament." It was not, therefore, 
"For want of evidence; that he was only almg/f 
3 but for want of due conſideri 
and attention. He would not give himfelf 
leave and leiſure thoroughly to conſider theſe 
things, y to their importance. He 
Was in haſte, and had other things to mind. 
Beſides, it might look tos little for him, who 
EN = a king, to be ſo eaſily perſuaded: by Paul 
the prifoner, to fall in Sith a doctrine that 
was "univerſally. deſpiſed and lighted. It 
wicht bring 5 into contempt with the 
Nom governor, and expoſe him to the hatred 
of the Jews, if * had enk taken upon himſelf tge 
profeſſion of the name of Chriſt. Nor did 
the 10 and holineſs of the doctrine and 
las of Chriſt agree wich his inclinations and 
loſts he muſt have broken off his unlawful 
- Edtminietve with Berenice, his ſiſter, and have led 
à more regular courſe. of life, if he 9 
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l asi en umme s 
be a Chriſtian indeed. Now theſe were in- 
vincible obſtacles in the way of, his becoming 
a thorough Chriſtian, So that though he was, 
by the force of truth, almoſt perſuaded, #4 
he ſtill perſiſted in his inßdely to the laſt 3- 
and, as hiſtory aſſures us, .periſhed in it. 
This: ſtory, therefore, affords a very in- 
N ſtructive, and a very important leſſon. Ia how 
| lively a manner does this king repreſent the 
caſe of multitudes in our day, who are often 
almoſt perſuaded: to become Chriſtians, that 
is, true, ſincere, and faithful ſubjects of Chriſtz, 
yet, through the of their luſts, and 
their love to the world, never are thoroughly 
perſuaded, can never come to a full reſolution. 
In one ſenſe, Wipes they are Chriſtians, that 
they profeſs the Chriſtiàn name, being bred 
nit; and they, perhaps, ſee the evidence 
of the truth of the golpel; ſo that th cannot 
but believe it. One may appeal to them, a8 
Faul to Agrippa. But they are not vet per- 
ſuaded to be Chriſtians, indeed, the ſubjects of 
Chriſt,. and to n themſelves: by bis 
holy laws. „ 
ef © That this may bo sene l e 
bas . T ſhall describe the caſe of thoſe who 
are almoſt perſuaded to become ſintete 
i or true converts, ee 


et 3 ; 


bit 15 U. I hall ſhew whenee i i tat hey ar 
| not altogether perſuaded. And 

bom III. Repreſent chews ſad and 
E webe - condition, as a „ 
* * 1 Wann 1 
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* 


* „be Nature eee Nen 


-31, intend from the follow ds of the 
S apoſtle Bays, that. we would be not 
e 4.Onlyalmoſt, but altogether Chriſſians. 
en. Lam te deſoribe the caſe of thoſe w . 
bre, or eem ta be, almoſt perſuaded to devote : 


themſelves ſincereſy 205 Chriſt, but not al- 
together. Ri AD 403k „„ eee 4 10 gal 34's 
l am. not here giving vou he” character of : 


one who is but an almoſt Cbriſtian or hypocrite, 
as ſome have uſed, this expreſſion, of perſons 
that are Chriſtians-but in part, ot have the te- 
ſemblange and form of religion, without the 
ſohſtagce and: power of it; this not being dhe 
eaſe. in the text. But I ſpeak of thoſe —— 
When the reaſonableneſs and neceſſuy of real 
geligion hath been at any time, or by any 
mesns, ꝓreſſed upon heir minds, are ready to 
entertain forge thoughts of eomplyiag with 
boſe-ioltrpGipns; und of giving themſeldes 
Ap. to-thedervice af God ia Chriſtʒ hut yetam 
a ee come 1 
u ion dpon: iti never are 
gerſeaded : they, often, ſeem to them- 
ſelves, and, it may be, fo pthers, to ber almoſt 
L Tabea h a l indxive, 
hen ahe kingdom of God, and 
„et- vegc h b. ib. 116457: enen 
10.1 E Of 24haſecJome:; have ſtrong convictions 
of the truth and 3 fo religion. 
222 They cannot but own that certainly. 12 
"mult be a Goof; ipkoue power, wiſdom, and 
"oo oedneſs;.4hat,made-them-z to whom they are 
tlubjc&;, and who; ean do with them as he 


| Lene nia of this, ben they. 


12 e obſerve 


8 


E as RVLgON 7 
 gbſequerthe glorious ſrame of the creation; the 
grandeur, der, and ſle U chat appears in the 
Univerſe: and hen they gonfiderithe provi 
*- gence; of God; how all ghings-are-preſerved, 
defied, aud giſpaſed of ho Fa 
God «bagh often appeared in bi 
pfgople. and to baffle the deligns-of his 2e 
what care he hath taken of themſelves z\ how 
conſtantly, he hath provided for them; and 
ws upon many occaſions, he hai remarkably 
36&edin.. their favour, When they attentively 


2 theſe things. in the frache of nature, 


and the conduct of providence, they find great 
FT. there is a Cod that made 
the-world,, that ju 


be is molt k ind and good to his creatures. 
Vuth fof the % and aht ther is 
ee bell, and futpre juggmen 
. . the 


5 9 theſe, — truths, ps by 0 coi: 
| 5 0 8 e 


* — —5 
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uture te- 


a e ee n 5 ; Prepared. far the 
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9 hey 
3 90651 9 24 | 


189 
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N — Serch. * 
know not hew to anſwer the reuſons ſo ſt 
urged for theſe trutbs. Their o-] ⁵ Lobſeiene 
tell them that God; who is infinitely wiſe and 
good, muſt be ao @ holy and juſt God ; that 
is or Nkely he will ſuffer his holy laws” to 
de trample d under foot, without's due refent- 
ment ; and that the welfare and order ef the 
untverſe⸗ r the pumſnment of fuck 
tranſgr Their own ſenſe and feeling 
tells mt they-have ſotnerhiig within” thier 
hrelt is really diſtinct from their bodies, which 
thinks abd reaſons independent of the body, 
und therefore may exiſt without it. The de. 
clarations therefore of the ſcriptire, concernin 
tue immortaſiey ef the ul, and the f 
account they muſt give, are ſo feaſonable and 
prbbable, they cannot but fear chey are true . 
eſpecially ' when they confider what evidence 
there js] that: Chriſt, who hach taught "theſe 
truth, came inveſted with à divine bb = A 
and authority; which was 'ptoved. by 
— Mt works he'wrought-in che face” 5 the 

. Nor! 
„ 
ſy in 3 
en ebneer tc untere Git in rhe" Mate f God; 
that #0 them who, Ree I SNes Y 
i an immort 
Oh the Hate joe, iP ba 
lift ; but unto them ry ave contthtions.” and 6 
no? obe the "truth; but obey unvightconſneſs," 9 
Jdignaticn" and aorath;” "iribulation an 
min "every faul'of man that deth'evil ; on eſs 

accounts I ſay, av. + ind 


cannot 
but f 


Nou“ 


germ. 1. an nne #» RALI 9 
but be convinced of theſe great mithsp.lorhac 
they. are forced to ſay ſometimes: within them- 
ſelves, Well; I ſee there is a great and holy 
God, to whom 1 muſt give an account. 

2 1 have great reaſon to believe that iᷣ and 
all choſe who do not repent and return to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be miſerable for 

ever; and that there is a bleſſed and glorious 
« ſtate reſerved in heaven for thoſe = truly 
fear and ſerve God by Jeſus Chriſt. ./They 
have frequently ſtrong convictions of the truth 
and ceafonableneſs. of religion, and yet they 
will. not ſtay to come to 4 thorough determi- 
nation, nor give themſelves leaveito dium from 
their convictions ihe a concluſion to regu · 
lte their conduct. Finn 

2. Some eee 
very ſerious and lively impreſſions made upon 
their hearts and ac tens by: divine trutiis, 
When a miniſter hath been laying defense | 
them the ſad and dangerous condition of im- 

- penitent ſinnets, and thundered out the terrots 
of the law; when he hath ſo particularly de- 
ſeribed the characters of the hypocrite, and the 
ungodly, that they camot but ſee it to be 
their own picture; or when under ſome afflie- 
tion, they have been rcuſed and awakened, 
they have had for ſome time a verꝶ lively ſenſe 
of the power of the world to come, and ian 
been under great convictions of their on- 
guilt and miſery z: have been very much moved 
and affected, pricked in their :Heartsy and rrady 
to cry out, Alas What ſball I do io he ſadedꝰ 
1 ** am in a very miſcrable condition. 
I B. 5. What. | 


* Q . ag N 
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5 
en 
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40 i "_— 
Ps x ey new, pron: ſoub?. Sa. 
15 1 Helix, Ai, 25. that When he 

ar Zaxhpncetving the faith of Chriſt, A. 


he: reqfoned. rigen ſhea, ) temper yg 
} Bey un 
| aca rms Felix nm,. Thos when 


fe che di commands, 
| ee ae ae 


they be mind 

Re 8 to (hes and che W | 
a ig rang have been: oſten made 
Aren e they have met with a 
| eee, the World, and their ex- 
. tions fom it have bern very much balle 
41 2 ſee then that there is no real laſti 
ſatisfaction to be expetted here; and dee 
F. ee au. 


4 «Andeyerthey hang no real 
e them to 
nick! J. Wrar off, and chew. 
; N Were befure, win ne . 
"Os Gat e e eme 

en ear me this ay U U. n 

s. Same are. ſome imes ſo far ; web 44 _ 
1 een übt * and 155 | 

NT vet 
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att a eee foi Bxed de- 


l divine truths, of the aH, $u 
* inn in everlaſting flames; 


| — 


pod do forfake this and That: ſin, tb apply 
_ mhemictterveo" this untl that: duty. 


 Frthoſe? 


. 4% few tranſtent good thoughts; Purpoſes; and 
| ©xeſohutions, would ferve.as well Aged 
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un RTI ox. 11 


Iurmined weſolotwn e become Ehriſtiatis in 
- "earneſt. * AC BNSF 50th 
2k — preſßom of the force 
8 
er of 
— . — 
itin& view of the dcrlleney and ad- 
getof religion, and of the dedntirs of 
+hdlihets; wand efpecin iy under the a 
tt ifcitheſs, death and entranee into 
vue exetfiabhydeſil;imary are ready to veſolve they 
dawn alterithei courſerof life, lit 3n another 
„ mannen than they have dene, anf 
fel ves te thetvules of the g 


obfbGed)upon n:[Gihners; and the 


fulyetthem- 
oſpet.* AT Hey pur- 


aid: to 
berome Shriſtians indeed iz uhut the ſe ate only 
aſudden ichotions : When the preſent impreſſion 
is 4 Metle worn off, when: they come abroad 
"again/ncoithe world, to look about them, ito 
"Xafte 7 ures; or engage in its (buſineſs, 
all he ir porpoſes and reſolutions come to 
vothing; ate quite forgot, a8 if /they had mover 
been as if the nature of things variect juſt tas 
he temper of their fickle minds does; 48 if 
reat' things, God, Chriſt, Heaven, 
"Hell, Judgment, and Eternity, ceaſec to be, 
upon their cenſing to chin of them 3 or ds if 


' of, real one ſiot and; holy obediente. . 


"Wias, . 


Sirsgd will the: rer de560 de mus tocked;? 


Wai he! bsp eff irh u few eee 
* B VVV Some 


per ſuaded char 
de fore er towards de | 
ſtians,” tain. — 
4 ſpects in — and — f life 3 
and yet they ate not fully perſusded to 
become thorough Chriſtians. They 
got ſucht a ſenſe of religion upon their minds, 
be to e themſelves to many — 
. 1 they begin to pray, 0 
| "46 1 | 
. forſake many of che ſinful practices they 
| 2 allowed themſelves in, and 2 great 
_— e appears in their deportment. One 
- would” now think they were: 'thatoughly: per- 
„ rded!; thut“ they were become Chtiſtians in 
© £nit': but alas? if we obſerve: them: care- 
| Fully, we ſhall find it quite otherwiſe ; their 
ronverſion is but partial. In ſome thiogs, that 
are not conttary to their worldly-intereſts; or 
their fleſhly Agelos and Juſts; they can 
comply; but when' it comes to u pinch; Wen 
there is a jon between God and the 
T -world; Chriſt and fome beloved darling luſt, 
J how matters ſtand With 
them. They have never been thoroughly 
| [petite Roe up themſelves heartily; and 
NILES to God in Chriſt, erode 
in compliance Wich Jobn, did many things, 
und -heard him gladiy; 4 boi would never be 
berſunded to put away Heradias, his brother's 
Wife. No, Fobn ſhould: be ſacrifieed. rather 
6 1 nin ine be <difpleaſec 80 Hani and 
4 ene were fo far * convinced of n 
8 e ; 


| the 
ET 7 bot jo chem, by:adye. 
N ſerye for a qe delcriptian 
4 of En who. though they ſeet 
God-b Chr iſt, be Chriſtians, ;.to;; twin 
2 5 riit, yet Ae not 8 8 
Semen no. fed Jet led. deer. ; 
e nn $4» N. We 80 ou:lvtiy. 9 5 
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44 i We come now te conſider. the reaſons. | 
| __ — Geng imp £ 
1 —— * ns het ere det 


4 
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24 Gigs 02 
Spe i exped, vb hen . pens 
—— of 4 great truths of ns. 
when we ſee them under ſome rig 
_  prefſjons, and forming 2 . 


hould now. be, perfected in 4 
they lh Meer *W 
| Bur akter-all;this, how, commonly dene geit 
- miſcarry4 - They are ſtill, 5 


xe. Dexil's, Caves, 
8 _— 
— Cc „ And 
Jaſting reſpect for religion, but. only 


for ſo RY of it as ſuits, dert conyeniency, 
| ej is wh hes to heir worldly, intereſt and 
Y e is this? | ek 44 3: Not 


e band 
8 


Le Wet TEA. nbi wh. or | 
$6 ſdGE thn Y 


. {1% eee 
po uri eee afk fich, 5 


1 
making proviſion for wid and of enleieng ene 
meaſures reſcribed by che goſpel for thatend, 
e ee ee e 

n theſe wanted wathin 
3their' G wir mind, Taft 15 
ether und unt 1 
Vnnt of evidence of the © greaterarſs of ba, an 
3 But for Want 
| I eee, "1x. 2 
Wes be eee 


2 Arete 2 2 
hwith th 2 —.— 
e . 


Senn. e Sg 


neee pen Walden, 
have hadve¹ mer Bonet "feta 
Fe n a r 
too i 3 
buſineſs, from: ſerious veſtections 'wpon; ther 
_ -ecerhal:fbact ;: and ſo All cheitweoavittions! nN. 
-mptefſions!vanith, ' and hey en to the. 
Lelves to have been but in- a. dream. Lewy 
appeal to you, Is — often dl cer , 
own by 1he way. ; fades Meth li. und 
ſolfer it to. be preſentiy ſtolen from ther. 
But how / unrraſonable . this cendudt ? Db 


the truths which” have been impreſſed apon 


our: minds, »uppear - certain, greet,” and Im- 
Portant, of infinite rolyew?! Mn 
will you not Allow time to reflect vpon them, 
| to weigh them ſeriouſly witk yourſelves? 
Should you not impoſe it upon yeurſelves us 
à la, 70 home and purſue this matter in 
Vvour eee — bat vou he 
co do? Dont ti yo⁰,εhEẽ,%Uhby ſad en 
how changeable you are, how foon the im- 
preſſion will wear off, if due care-be not talen? 
MAnd does not your an- you how fatal 
will be the conſequence, if you ſtil-po' on in 
careleſs of the great things of the 
fini "ab bl os th ſpirit eye — 
an ite importance: * i 
wreathiug upon your hedtes g: Impro tte 
Happy moment. Whatever evidenee'you have 
33 ycur eyes of the truth and neceſfity 
; | Rag perſuaded immedtate yt at 
7 | agr. C eably 


9 


2 'The Nature and Cauſes of Serm. I. 
_ that conviction, and take the moſt 

+ gue — preſerve the ſame ſenſe of 
things upon your minds. Tou have this or 
ä ans. edo, or ſuch a company to entertain: 
and. ſnall theſe things rob you of your: ſouls? 

r diſmiſs ot excuſe yourſelves to that com. 
pany, or get out of their way: better leave 
that buſineſs to fore other time, than loſe the 
oppoi tunity of Chriſt's knocking at the door 
of your hearts, and aſking for admittance. If 
vou turn him away — fake of theſe things, 
930 et perhaps, never have the offer re- 
Peated. Thus, it is to be fearei, an unhappy 
Perſon I have read of, found itz: who being 


Into Flanders, came to a chriſtian friend, and 
told Mm, he had had 4 g great many ſerious 
thoughts of the ſtate of e eee was ro- 
ſolyed to lead — 1 _ 
is ſuch a company I m with to ni 

wiſh I could diſengage myſelf from _ 
He, 8 went to them, forgot 
all his, ſerious thoughts, when with them 3 
plunged himſelf all night into the utmoſt ex- 
ceſs of drinking, and the next day went 
abroad; and the firſt news his friend heard of 
him was, that he was killed; and, as he had 
reaſon to fear, before he had executed thoſe 
good purpoſes he had once entertained. |: Thys 
his vain companions put an end to his ſerious 


.#obbed him of his immortal ſoul u. 

He frequently are the moſt awakening 

| Rn IO 
r 8 


them. 


aan officer in the army, a, little before he went 


diverted. his good reſolutions, and 


\ | 


them with nnn ſbo ante of-thelf: 
retiring afterwards fror company, to mae 
a. due application to their own canſciences.. 


occaſion, to caution you againſt a practice — 
common, even upon the Lord's Days. ot 
going into compnny after ydu haue been 
the word of God; and, it may be; ſuch com 
pany as hath no other tendency, than to thruſt 
out thoſe ſerious thoughts which have been 
ſuggeſted by what you have heard. AH 
much wiſer would it be to retire preſentiy into 
A to-ithink over the matter, or at 
— gage in ſuch diſcourſes as may tend 
and ſtrengthen the een 

2 made upon your minds. Take heed you 


And give me leave, my friends, upon this 


do not ſuffer che warmth — 7 


raiſcd in your breaſt by any means to he cοον ed 
and extinguiſned. Take the. Grſtiopportonity. 
of reviving them with ſtäll greater -cllicacy 
the heart 'andiconfciences [4 41 6 
. Another cauſe of mens irreſolation, id the 
Pprejiedicer they have ĩimbibed againſt religion. 
They ſer a, grent deal of reaſon 40 
oft ſpel} ef the pure and — can 
| ; ard the: practice of ts ſeveral © 
— but chey are carried away by. various 
common prejudices againſt it: they have 
bern taught to. oo upon ity. Perhaps us 
bereſy or -ſchiſni; _ be an 
ment with againſt Puul, — 
. a aan of" the ſeñ of tb 


; 7 Give ſome reproachful name to 
mon „„ — 4 
prejudice 


2 - 
Hateful them. th. fuck and ſuc aig of 
-yedtion with | 


— 


before 5 
| him ta the pref 
Ae ee, 


vulgar. ai aA ee | 
— mpme yer God, we de ene 
Dock agreeable, to the word and will of 
Had te nay he whole world about him 
vid take ee . fide, and reproach 
5 * him for it. gang og chi 
wor its pleaſures, Set ty — — 
2804 Mark i iv. 18, 19. we read of | 
heardube word t fte cure this werd, and 
be dechiifulngſo of Fiches, and 1416 duſt uf aller 
rbings unt cing 8 
3 Soth ets 2 
04009. the chief. rulers 
of Yof whe Phariſees: tey,: d 
Vier, leſt they ſpan be put out uf the * 
2 5 Javed the gf 4 inen ne: than whe 
n ee ONES 
ealonahlepeſs of. Bis epndudt... Do 
2 15 f — Di orgs —.— 


8 1 * . or the 
e tr pleaſun 
oil angie men 


js Jp. þ 

= Ae Abe the bert ee Peng) : 

= - little plealure And e Ist. 1 
ee — ba er. it Gn 

e Rule e 


| N ſhame-and confuſion? When 
"think ſeriouſly of God, of heaven and 
„and terry" do not all the things of 
this.world ſeem to you as ſhadows and no- 
thing? And will you, for the ſake of theſe 
ados and nothings, diſregard thoſe: may 
important concerns 
But at other times, it Wmoeylbey your _ 
ſures,” your earthly enjoyments; appear to be 
ſubſtantial and valuable things; and the things 
of the other world ſeem like ſhadows, or even 
to vamiſn out of ſight. But cannot you, in 
mat caſe, make uſe of your reaſon? Will 
not this inſtruct you, that it is becauſe ſenſible 
enjoyments are pre ſont, Juſt before your eyes, 
char they ſeem ſo great and valuable? Wheteas 
ſpiritual things are at à diſtance in the other 
_ world3* and therefore, and for this reafon 
alone, you inconſiderable, or as 
. nothing. "You will, in other caſes, uſe your 


reaſon in oppoſition to the miſrepreſentations 


of ſenſe: you will not prefer 'a little cottage 
in fight, before a great palace; and an eſtate, 
zn another country, becauſe' you cannot ſes it; 
nor a few guineas lying before ycur eyes, to 
the promiſe of a thouſand pounds,” though this 
ſum de not in poſſeſſion, und you have no 
9 it than "a piece of pa 
Ang why "ſhould" the preſence: of the poor 
Trafiſivory enjoy ments of this Hife give them 
> pela: infinitely and 
more valuable enjoyments of the other world, 


\ 
* 


merely becauſe theſe lie at a &ftance; and are 


1 3 9 it is 


Serm. I; Emme in Retioion. 21 
uw the word and oath of God himſelf? 
t me aſk you, Do you find reaſon, upon a | 
thorough conſideration of the matter, to own 
the truth and importance of the eternal world, 


and the neceſſity of governing yourſelves, by 
the rules of the goſpel, in order to your evef- 
laſting happineſs? Do not. ſuffer then the 
deceitful pleaſures and little: 8 of. this 
pteſent tranſitory life, to caſt a miſt; * ſore 
your eyes, and make you 8 
meaſures that are ſo, co ergebe peceda 
your happineſs. | 
| To add no more 31 ; another Comm 
il. I why ſo many that are almoſt, canno 
yet be thoroughly perſuaded to give themſelves 
to Chriſt, & to the goſpel, and devote 
themſelves to 4 courſe of feligion, is the 
7 and prevalence of ſome. particular luft.. : 
Herod would do, many thipgs, but not part 
4 ah Heradi 6. His love to her deſtroyed, all 
the force, of  Zoby's.. perſuali ws Fel in, Was 
very much, moved with what 4 5 ſaid to why 
— copetouſneſñ kept faſt hold of him; 
hoped hat: money would have been given li 
to let Paul go. He would not be perſuaded 
to leave off thoſe unjuſt , preſlive. practice 
which were fo, gaioful to him. Thus it f 
with many, Tbey are convinced. in their 
minds, 1 5 ion and the feryige of, God. i is 
their true intereſt 3 and they many 
| ſalutions to this N and many ag l 
religion they do; but they cangot come 4 a 
thorough, reſolution of giving;up weer 1 
FOR to. On: Chrilkggon account of 


Ml ng 


* . OF 


* e un cu e 0 
datfinz igen atibn el hey ndufriſb, un 
17 0 with. Some ate 5 much unde 
wer of 2 mperance, that for the fake bf 
Ti yihg their petite, they do viblthce'te 
teir confcienees, a d breaK.thro f 1 their 44 
powerful 'convitisns: : ' Orhers" are” as tpuch 
efichanted 3-8: 5 Nees for their væm com- 
22977 oi Me and Hnful ports an 
Wet 1 


8 Tha en of the Tir © they. 
: 95 u as d e e 


Ne Goch, deſtro 4 
ht. oo n by ple tetyper of” mind, 
25 te boutid by the Entap iglements 

and lh e USE 


95 . Ke n 19 5 
Auch e won heal 
590 ES 


no admittance in 
15 ſoon driven away 
her DP pu. pry r fl ind, att 
güg. by "which" 5 Gern keeps 
oſeſfion * 67 their fouls;” Sorſerimes we 
x 1 ready to capieutare, and fürrender al up 
o Chriſt; but while this Ealfle'is rrſerved for = 
tin 2 and the 89 Allis in vain,” the pare till 
1 as "Lord Jeſos Chriſt 
3 
| 115 


Malente © 25 ober 
ligion ; their 105 nce to hf e , 
1 15 them 5 8 e a on 
And wir you then (poor Wi | 

r your reaſon and conſtiente to 
i 40 is Unteabnadk 1M, to e ene 
| Conſider, 


9800 | 


= 5 
% howeyer, 
e 9 7 | 


8 5 


a e en. 23 ; 
Conſider, Is it worth the while for this to 
loſe your ql, to. periſh for ever? Tu tell 
me yon ate ſenſible; it is not; and there 
fore you arg ſomętimæs reſulued againſt it; but 
ftiſt you art ore and Carried: away con- 
to the convictien of yqur own” mind. 
Ho ſad: is thy caſe! G0, cry mightiiy to 
God fon grace and ſtrength to: maſter thy 
luſts. Fix it upon ydur mind You muſt 
deny,” and oppoſe, and mortify them, or: yo 
are undone. H man will part wich his legs 
his arm, his right eye rather than: loſe his 
bfess * When. vou think. of then infinite im- 
portanee oi your ſouls, :and\ the neceſſity of 
ſaving them, ireſolve 101 pluck awaytfronizyour 
heart, though it he ke tearing the fle ſu fam 
the bones, What ſoavuer it ĩs 9. epdangers de 
loſs. of your ſoul. This will, ihdeed; be 
| n but beiter e eee 
| or put out your: right; che; than haun 
| Fan play eee top h brown! ae 
Matt, rnit 8. 39% IF 40 .24b-(; Ib ein 
Lou ſee then what it is that preunontg im] 
from giving up themſelves ſincerely to Chriſt, 
notwichſtanding the convicbions of tllein hn 
conſciences, — though they frequently bave 
appeared; to be almoſt perſuaded to do it: XU 
ſee: alſo, hom unreaſonable i il do ſuffer Dur: 
ſelves,” by ſuch means, to, be diverted ftom 
meaſures ſo abſolutely neceſſary to m—— 
and bappineſs.s: 2: al. noi! af 
And no, my friends, mhoey, ; x ol-you | 
* 
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24 1 nn 
devote themſelves to u dourſe of ral religion, 
notwithſtanding all the convincing arguments 
that have been laid before you from time to 
time; ĩs it not from ſome ſuch principles as theſe 
I have mentioned? and can you-juſtify this ſore 
cf conduct to yourſelves ? Do you not bluſh 
when you think of it? Can you pretend to 
the character of men of ſenſe: and reaſon, 
while you act a part ſo mean, 1{o:abſurd, 10 
unreaſonable, in all reſpects:; and-which, your 
own judgments and underſtandings muſt con- 
demn as much as any one? What ſhall 1 
ſay ? Remember this, and ſbetu pour ſelves men; 
Bring it again 10 mind, One trangreſſors, 
Iayxivi: 8% Think the matter over again, 
and; ſee whether you can gie any better, any 
good reaſon,” why: you ſhould not yield your- 
ſel ves to the ſervice of God in Chriſt. 
Io give ſtill further weight to what I 
have been repreſenting; (for 1 would fain 
teach the hearts and conſciences of every one 
this day ;) let me den your EAR 
Ne ilſt FM M DID: OL - 
| ons? 3.7 04.3 af Ant 1 Fly 04 RE & A 5 $8 7} 
. III. — to you the aggravations. of 
their unhappy miſerablt ſtate, who though they 
0 ire often almoſt, yet are never thoroughly 'per- 
| ſanded to be Ohristieas in earneſt. | e ee 
There are but two things I ſhall inſiſt upon 
1 preſent. N. een 192147 2.85 OL 492 tren 
1. Their having ſinned againſt-light-mw 
1 and the convictions * 


© - ape 


cutting reflections. 1 


Serm I. InztgotomionnimReticon. 25. 
To ſuch perſons their own conſciences will 
be a terrible witneſs againſt them, as ſoon as 
they find time and leiſure to bethink them- 
ſelves: and a long time and leiſute they will 
-find for it in the other world, if they could 


-+ have oſten had the great concerns of re- 
c nligion ſet before my mind, in a ſtrong and 
146; clear: light: I could not but ſee the truth 
and reaſonablenefs of it. I knew what was 
fitteſt and beſt to be done, but I would not 
% conſider, I would not attend to or regard 
it, but wilfully ſnut my eyes againſt the 


c ratbertban ligt, becaufſe'my deeds were evil ; 
and therefore my condemnation is moſt 
juſt. For the fake of my fooliſh, vain, 
„ accurſed s; I have ruined myſelf for 
„ ever. I ruſhed forward, and even with m 
eyes open, (for knew: what I — 
e to hell and deſttruction. Oh moſt un- 
, accountable folly and madneſs! to let a 
„ miſerable world ſo enchant and deluda me, 
se that for the ſake ef its vain ſhews, of its 
_ «fooliſh baubles, of its pitiful periſbing' en- 
„ joyments, I have parted with ſolid and 
ſubſtantial happineſs, and expoſed myſelf 
to real and eternal ſorrows; and this ton, 
wittingly and knowingly:: for I knew, I 
very well knew, 1 could not live and enjoy 
tenthat fooliſh-world-T was ſo fond of, always. 
knew I muſt die, and enter upon an 
eternal ſtate. My own reaſon abd ob- 
N N ſcience 


— 


not befote. They will then reflect; 1 


light that ſhone: upon me. loved darkneſs 


- 126 — Cauſes of — 
ſoience told me 1 muſt ſoon be judged, 
and puniſhed with everlaſting pains; H I 
did not alter my courſerof -life; and 'abey 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. I knew all 
K. this, 1 could not doubt ĩtʒ and yet went | 
* on, niiferable diſtracted wretch that I was ! 
to make ſure of, to haſten cy vn doſtrue- 
tion, and to compleat and finiſn mira ever- 
uſting damnation. Oh that bad never 
been born! Oh that 1 had never heard 
* of Chriſt, nor of the goſpel l Curſei be 
the day that ever it was ſo fully preached 
to me; or rather curſed, for ever curſed, 
ide my folly and wickedneſa, that Iflighted 
bY and diſ Ait. Theſe, Sirs; are ſadiant! 
nal reflections, but no other than hat: muſt 
naturally and neceſſarily riſe in the minds of 
thoſe who ſaw, or might have ſeen, ſufficient 
evidente to convince them of the truth and 
reaſonableneſs of: religion, but would never 


be perfuaded and thoroughly to 
ſubwic themſelves.to-the belief and practite 
DHI > & ban; tienes 


1 2. e bad heep /o ane dhe kingdom 
f God; and "Fat fall hors of it, will be atr- 
other ſource of moſt ſevere reflections and 
damn zgonies: ee 

I was a ſuaded (will they ſay td 
| 66 themſel ves) to have become a Chaitdian in 
. earneſt. I had ſome thoughts often about 
it. I was ſometimes very near comiig to a 
s thorough fixed reſolution. Had I done ſo, 

* d J. * os ann, 4 
N ; PP) 
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„ tappy bad 1 been! 1 remember, one day 
in particutar, the necefffty of real reigign 
« _ ſtrongly preſſed oor me; it had a 
it influence upon my heart. 1 wk even 
per fuaded io lte new meaſures; to 
ae and apply to Chriſt for mercy = 
* ant grace; and live. according to the goſpe). 
« Had 1 dont fb, I ud have been as happy 
Wa tiow I am miſerable.” Oh !'- how near 
% pas 1 cc heaven! but, N wreteh that 
bf | Wis! inſtead of ' purſuing thoſe ſerious 
« e45618hts, and bringing matters to 4 com- 
W fattable iffue, I' Toon got into ſome vain 
and idle company, which diverted ' my 
: * „ thoughts An6ther way: a" quickly plunged 
* 'myſelf again into N 7 bufinels, or plea- 
«Tres; and fo, by 5 5 5 loſt - that 
e quick ſefiſe of Ret things I had before 
pH ry*mind; and then Wett on to add 
% fin o Go, mul j 'becanie ripe for deſtruc- 
“ tion. On this fool, Iinconſtant, giddy 
be! heart of wiz 'T was, in a 1 
% eſtaped from the 2 N55 come; + ad 
oo 3 0 u Everlaſtin{ ppiticls 155 
hy; view; arid God and Pha 5 peared ready 
4 to feteive tre with much inerey ey and 12 | 
1 % neſs, and to make me as om (the; 
Sri6ts Taifft there: and yet ld IT 
erfide nyſelf to go on « little further; 
„like on8 diſtracted, turned my back 
4 * heaven,” and r turned again towards 
In © i dec Hathes. 110 
Les be ib fenibleſs, that when 1 had a full 
„ K ſight 


ow was it offible I "i 


28 The Nature * Cauſe of * . 
| us fi ght of the wretched and. miſerable ſtate | 
© was in through fin, and was juſt perſuaded 
Us to leave it; When I ſaw. 12 7 me the 
mo happineſs and glory, of the. "heavenly ſtate, 
* and was juſt read wo enter upon the way 
10 to it 1 thould ſul er Mm yielf, b y any com- 
e pany, or. worldly inanters, * to, be diverted 
'*.from it: and now I mult lie for ever in 
«a inſppportable miſery, who. was ſo near ob- 
yh 19155 an inconceivable” eternal happineſs 
.* and glory in heaven. ' Oh that 1 had 12 
0 indignatlon rejected the company 
I temptations that turned off ay dad 1 "ou 
"ve? "poſes from heaven and my duty! Curſed - 
_ .* thoſe bewitching pleaſures, for the ſake 
. Which J have loſt heaven. Curſed be ve 
60 . wandering, carnal, covetous, ambitious, 
4 flothful heart of mine, that led me ba 
boy to, and plunged me into hell, when F had 
* almoſt eſcaped the danger of it.“ 
So forbid any here ſhould ever be expoſed 
to ſuch dreadful reflc tions! That we may 
not, let us 9 Fl time, lay theſe, things to 
heare, add effect y ard againſt the danger. 
If you have 97 oo o the infinite importance 
of the great truths of religion, and how 
nearly t Ke concern you; go home, think 
ſerioùſy of them; conſider how matters. are 
with you; preſs theſe awful truths upon your 
hearts, till you'come.to a thorough fixed reſo- 
lotion of alling in with all the meaſures the 
goſpel preſcribes, in order to your everlaſting 
ep Thiak, 128 not * things 


1 oo 
351 * 2 true! 


* 


1 
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25 true? If ſo, am not I concerned in them? 
« 1s it not beſt, is it not neceſſary for, me 
6 10 forſake m WL fins, and turn to od, and 
«« take care. of my ſoul, by putting it. into 
« the hands of Chriſt; truſting in, and 
« obeying him, . accoiding_ to the goſpel ?”? 
And when I conſider the ſad conſeq Uences,; of 
it, if any of you ſhall be but oe: erſuaded 
by all — 9 has been ſeid; I cannot forbear 
concluding with this wiſh of the apoſtle 
Paul, addreſſed to king Agrippa: Would 10 
God that not only thou, but: 7 al that bear ne 


this day, were both almoſt and. en 9 800 
4 TI ban except TEE! 2 
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. Aer vi. 39. Me 
"And Pail We T-xpeuld' 10 God, aha n 
Whos but alſs all thoſe that bear ine this Day, 
were beth almoſt, .and' ad 8 1 | 
am, except theſe Bonds. . 


43 
* 3 


Have, from the fade Soi of f king 
Azrippa, repreſented the unhappy caſe 
multitudes, who have been often under great 
impreſſions of the truth and importance of 
religion, and the reaſonableneſs of becoming 
true Chriſtians ; yet, through the influence of 
this world, ae their own Juſts, never come 
to a chorough determination, and ſo periſm in 

their unbelief. 

That this may not be the ente of? any of 
thoſe who hear me this day, 1 ſhall recommend 
to your ſerious conſideration, and fhall en- 
deavour, as far as I can, to enforce upon 
the conſcience, this affectionate wiſh of the 
apoſtle Paul for king Agrippa, and all his 
audience. 

But firſt give me leave to make me 05. 


W upon the paſſage before us, which 
may 
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may tend to. Muſtrate the beauty and pro- 
pony 7 of the: "Ss addrefs, 1 the 
{ame time ſuggeſt ſome uſeful inſtructions. 

The Apoſtle eaprrſſes himſelf in a manner 
both very forcible and engaging. | A/moſt; ſays 
Agrippa ib, perſuadeſi me to be 4 Chriſtian. 
Qui! replies the Apaſtle, I would to God it 
were ſo! not only: I thou, but chat all that 
hear me were fuch: I wiſh to God, or I could 
make it my prayer to God, 'as the word fig- 
niſies, BvZaupm d 79: e. The Apoſtle: 
new, that all -rhe; ſucceſs of his miniſtry 
depended: upon ihe power of divine grace. 
We fad A therefore, ſcequent in adde ſ- 
ſes to God for that purpoſe; as well as in his 
ing and extortation to men 
- This.t then E iaſtruction ve lean 
21, Ther Kanu Ae the con 
_wallion: of their hearers POR: of Heir 
carnelt>prayers to God. 

When your minifters have _ Is: vain 
tiring ps Lys el and pe 


to the obedience of fon; and wheh they have ; 
any; proſpect of ſugceeding,. when ne e 
Jin to be under ſerious impreſſions; this ex · 
RO quickeus their . As ng 
when he heard Agrippa owning: the 1 
oss ER pray br Gody 15 
uh mat le rot on almoſt; but altegttber = 
| ul miniſters car- 


090141 1 


neſtiy 


rely bg of e he adaldabe: — &! 
o carty on the convictions begun upon the 
rl of ſinners, renew and ſtrengthen the 
impreſſion, and ane ir in © ones 
ſaving converſion... 6, 9/1 419941396 
2. We may. alſo obſerve, Twi obo cauſe a and 
ivtereſt of ;Chriſts and the ſalvation. of ſouls, 
lies nxarer to the heart of every faithful mi- 
niſler, than any concerns of his o. 
It appears, that the impreſſion W 
grippa owned was made his mind, in 
faruur of Chriſtianity, gave the Apoſtie a 
peculiar pleaſure and ſatis faction, which made 
him/ expreſs; himſelf with fo.) Ke freedom 
and ardour. The intereſt of; bis Lord and 
Maſter was more, much more upon his heart 
than his own. particular; concerns ; and there. 
fore he ſo manages his defence, as to inſin 
io the ſtrongeſta manner, tha evidences Df 15 
'xuth; of the: goſpel; and makes ule; df that 
2 given him to plead in his own deftnec, 
end the cauſe of his Lord and Maſter ; 
os the ſucceſs of this cauſe he was much 
more eager. upon, tha 25 dun deliverance. 
_ tnſtrad of improving; t | 
king. ſeemed: tobe. 1 mu 
diatiog-for him{clf, he continues 8 Np the 
cauſe, of Chriſt. and, the.goſpel, and to.recom- 
mend it to king 1. and all the reſt, to 
be not ly al but altogether periuaged. 
to become 1 $i {4's Wh 43 Vet ee HL; . 
I cannot forbear-obſcrying here, that tho* 
Arippa did nat concern himſelf about what, 
Faul was moſt * * yet his con- 
* ig - | viction 


\ 
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viction of the force of the Apoſtle's nnen 
had ſuch an influence upon him, that he ſpake 
im his favour to the Roman governor. Many, 
tho” they cannot be perſuaded to What 
miniſters ſay to them for the good of their 
own ſouls, yet cannot forbear expreſſing their 
eſteem for them, and readineſs to ſerve them. 
Again, From the freedom the Apoſtle uſes 
here with this — and noble audience, we 
a may learn, eee . Als 7:4; [ky 42 [918180 * 
3. Not to be thy or backwats; whenever 
we have an opportunity, to plead for Chriſt; ik 
even before the greateſt of men} Some of 
the audience” might be ready to cenſure Paul 
as a confident man, that he ſnould think of 
talle of making king Agrippa, Fiftus' the Ro- 
num governor, and the reſt of the nobißty 
and gentry there; Chriſtians; that is, accord- 
ing to the © reptds nel language of thoſe times, 
Naxarenes, | Galileans, Hiereiicts. How could 
he” have the aſſuranee to mention ſuch a 
thing? But he knew for whom, and in wWhat 
cauſe he pleaded ; for him who was the Kin 
of kings, and Lord of lords“ He had ſuf- 
ficient evidence to'fupport his aſſertions; and 
therefore he preached the goſpel with all bold- 
neſs. Thus — * David, Pſalm cxix. 46. 7 
wil ſpeak" ef "thy teſtimonien even en kings, 
3 e ee een e! 
But at the ſame time, this zeal for God; 
and boldneſs in the cauſe of truth, ought to 
be accompatiied! with a becoming medeſty, 
and a due reſpect to the perſons we are ad- 
| 3 And of this likewiſe we have a re- 


C 5 markable 


amina wth great point... then, before 
nm and of-coming- 40.4 determination upon 
u, in the ſeßt warm of a Müh. or nager, 
| * —— dic your ſtrongly and cibly1 im- 
the vaſt ignpogranee- ef ther ca. It is as 

56 he hag: aids. O king: {erigpes. do not 
88 careleſsly and flightly throw this matter out 
„ei your thavghtss not paſs, it, by _ 
_ © you. hag! er nei; WY it were 
4 a: Matter gf. mall imo, Your ow 
*. cqn{gience, A e ee 
e 16 [4. great, deal: of reaſon in what 1 
<<, have, been aſſerting that this Jeſus whom. 
| 42 preach! is the Gb, who is rien again 
feom the +9889, : tbrongb whom alone we 
**. can, F forgiweneſs and: ſalvation ; and 
1 conſequently it; is nat by the. utmoſt. 
% danger, that anz tus away; from him, or 
flight his gaſpel pteached, to, them. It is 
n mgtter, therefore; that deſerves your con- 
«©, fjdenation- andesstenten N 
own welfare and: happineſs 1 which are ſo 
«nearly; concesnes: ig its that, I canng but 
* eargelily. beg of Cod te inchne both your, 
55 heart, and the hearts: of every ons preſent, 
„ to receive and embrace the goſpel; ance. 
_ <<, without it xonu cannet; be ſaved. Which 
leads: ba to obſerve: - 3 A "ops inf 4145 nen 
4. That; it is the vaſt importance of the 
converſion of wan to theit E that 
3 * Tv” Wo di ents * bu K | | 
in 8 \ * 


wolken Sabo mimiſters ſo eoncerged e 
dne ab⁰ dd. 
Af ences of your ibpleR: of and 
indifference to che goſpel, did only resch your 
preſunt inteteſt, brbught rum upon yourſelves = 
and families here in this werd; we who 
for, anch delight in 3 
and profperbyz and that ef your families, even 
in this life, could not but be preſſing auc 
importunate in our adviers and admonitions: 
but When we” conſider that your everlaſting 
ſaluation hes at ftake's ther ig you! ds net 
heavtily'” Topent,” and turn to God; you” muſt 
certainly periſn for ever; that thoſe WhO wilt 
e to· the laws of Chriſt by ile of 
Holinefs, ſhalb be puniſhed” bed 
ve catifoers but dd our ut Ws 
ſnatch you as fretrands cut of the fire; uſe 
al methods of addteſꝭ to you, in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon; plend with you, a pray ſor" 
vou: that ſo yo may be ſauved. 

Agen, From the — miner w 
the Apoſtle expreſſes his defire, that all” 
—— inight dect "Chriſtians, 'we 
maycobſervey” forts on ote ms: er 

5. That regard is to be had ork 
of thoſe we convenſewirk;; ſo as to eommuni- 
cate cue tracks to them in terms the moſt ſoft 


and leaſt offen vr 8 
Suob. ſa ee Fon Pepe: 
2 of ſpeaking, as being more” 


ald end engaging, thaw ik he has ſcich 75 bc 
Cbeiſtiaus. Obriſius us then a term of ve. 
prdach; and had ſomething in its ſound that 


C6. Wa 
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was offenſive to their ears, who were uſed to 
hear that ſect ſpoken of as the offscouring of 
all things. * therefore condeſcends to 
their prejudices, and in leſs offonſtve, tho”. 
more forcible terms, expreſſes 3 hing. 
That which will be borne with, aps fe- 
ceived with pleaſure, in — 7 
would de utterly rejected with cõntempt and 
abhorrence, when delivered in other words. 
Of this many inſtances might be given, both 
in teaching truihs, againſt which men have 
been prejudiced ;; and alſo ib conveying ad-. 
monitions and inſtructions, for which the 
minds and: eats of men are not ſufficientllyß 
prepared. Chriſtians therefore, and eſpecially 
miniſters; haue need of that prudence which 
we may ſo aſten ubſerye inthe 4 Paul, 
agd; eſpecially. in the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. 
But tho) this way of ſpeaking was more 
ſoft, it was equally, or even more forcible 
and expreſſive: * Altogether ſuch a oneasd am. 
44. A- Chriſtian not andy in name and 
ion, (which natne I glory in, — 
<<. proachful- it be in the: world ) but a true, 
faithful, and zealous diſciple and follow 
Der of Jeſus Chriſt. The ike hearty af- 
e fſeckien and aral for his kingdom and in- 
tere z the ſame; awful and: fincere: regard 
«© 'to his authority and laws the ſame high 
valve l and eſteem for his petſon and cha- 
Ade the ſame ſtrong confidence in his 
pov and grace, which 1 have, I would 
| e there were in all of wen og Idan 
Ro, 901 AO! 21: as 8 Neri 2 [FF ; 445m; | 
tun | 2 5 | 
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*In'wiſhing them the ſame as bichſelf, he 
ſhews both his hearty concern for them, and 
the value he put upon the grace of Chriſt. 
ee, concern 8 8 He deſires 
they may be las ha 7 As bimſelf. As if he 
had fad: In wi you to be Chriſtians, - 
wish 2 Icould myſelf. Wbat- 
2 advantages I am poſſeſſed of by, the 
e grace of God, which are not inconſider- 
6e Able; whatſoever happineſs I have in view, 
<, which is unſpt akably great, . earneſtly. de- 
* ſiro it may be communieated to your, king 


e. Agrippa, and troy ey” From n (ak 
we learn, 11 {#4 [1 "6% ind A391 
6, That he who vwuly hana Cbriſt, und — 
of men, "earneſtly; deſires that all others 
iythave the ſame affectionate regard dam 7 
aud imme im hin) ee 1. org ee 
He Wiſhes all had at leaſt the ſame degree ee 
of grace, the ſame meaſure of the more Hin e 
the ſame right and title to Heaven, e 
ſame love and value: for Chriſt. Thus the 
church, Cant. v. endeavours to jaſpire into 
then daughters of Feruſalew,: the ſame 'oſteem 
and value for her beloved, which ſhe felt her- 
ſelf. Do you, Chriſtians, truly love Chriſt? 
Are; you his ſincere diſciples? Tou will then 
ſincerely pray, and join with Prayer anſwer- 
able endeavours, that all about you, your re- 
lationsy friends and neighbours, wherever 
you can have an intereſt; may become with 


vou his diſciples and ſubjects: and the ſame 


principle zabich inſpires you wich a concern 
* 3 FS + | for, 


your ann 


With -which be: was 
Here is implied a 
ſecret compariſon, between his conditian, ad 
that of king Agnippa, and, the. reſt of his- 
audience z; and that his on was {o much pre- 
 fepable, that it was: the: higbeſt af his good; 
eee that they might be aa he, 
e tho, heewas then; i bande Paul wass 
* in low, deſtitute, and de ſpiſed ; cir- 
cumſtances' in the eyes of the world; While 
. appearoner; yer —_— 
vantages he: had upon account of his intereſt 
in the grace of Chriſt, wers great, that 

they might juſtiy wiſh to be as ha Was. Which 
may lead us ta obſerv e, s: Ant 5 
, That an intereſt in the grace of Chriſt 
in. mueh more deſirabla than ali the: riebes- and. 
; honeurs of this world. Mr nene 
he in, priſan. and im rags, with am 
intereſt in htiſt, than a king without; the 
knowledge of hin. While therefore others am 
Wiſhing, O that 1 had raiſed an eſtata of ten, 
twastz, or hundred thouſand pound, as 
ſuch end ſuch have done x, do you rather ſay, 
ass ot that good man, V hor ie eminem in 
grace” and: love to Chriſt, in uſefulneſs and 
holigeſe, however low and mean in che * 
17 e Py 


6 * 
. w 


Do not think the caſe, of ſuch. Neben 

tible, who ma BA, a. mean . in the 
world, if he be a my tian... You, may 

9 NAY wiſh to be ae, you verb 
S vert Ws E bar 9. 1 

N the Nele a KY 5 N Rin. 

. e e WEI Be content, be thank: 

fol: tho* thou, baſk not the thouſands we: : 

others ate poſſeſſed of, thou haſt that which. 

N N more valdable, Let me appeal 
ie Waz not ay, caſe of {mh 

— 1 preferable to that of ki ing Agrippa.?, 

He had, indeed, the favour of the Roman 

Emperor. . by. that means, poſſeſſed of. 

conliderabl e domipions and riches, and grati- 

hed his ingligations, in whatever he had. a, 

mind to; but he. periſhed in his ſins. , And, 

where, is. he now Paul was ihey- indeed ink a. 

. and low condition, as to the world ; yet 

ſleſſed all things; he had ſuch, an intereſt; 

hriſt the Lord of all things,, that what- 

Mi he wanted he could be ſure of. Beſide, 
he, was poſſeſſed of thoſe, rich ad glorious... 
eng 
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af the, goſpel. heavenly licht, 0 
owl 2 Ne Peace, and joy, Whie 
nothing in this 16. core an equal; and now he 

nes in glory, —— the higheſt orders of 
the ſaints. in, Heaven. N would not. be. 
5 e priſoner, rath er than King, Aerinpa ® #1 

that che affeckionate reſpect he had or 

F might ſtill the more fully appear, he 
ö makes an exception of. thoſe e afflictive circum· * 
ſtances, be. was then in chf lbeſe donde. It, 
is impoſſible to + to the eſteem, of. 


I w; © Car — 
” , 6 . — 
* # us 4 * — 
. : 


{> 


21. 
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10 Afffictton and trouble; in poverty and Jo 


plenty of others. Be pleaſed they are free 
2 Rom the troubles with Which thou art exer- 


ſp. 114 thou ap advantage above NN 
2 y King? "Cop" t pride thyſelf | in it, nor 


thee lies, to make them as happy as thyſelf. 


40 4 tir Drum. Serm. II. 


carnal men, " religion in bonds "and' aMic- 
tions. It could never appear to them deſir- 
able to be in Paul's caſe. while he was à pri- 
ſdher, He therefore ſpares them, and at the 
ſame tine lets them {op that though he wWwas 
our. defirous they güt tha ſhare in Hs advan- 

rapes and apfel y * he, by no means, de- 
fires their: ſharing with him 15 his troubles 


1 affictions. Ink bich may teach us, 
ly 


That a good man wiſhes all as 
ha by as Himſeif, A would have noge f ar- 


ty e of this ſorrows and troubles.” e 


A contrary temper indeed too wurd pre- 
ville in the world: men grudge at the ſelici y 
and, ; Proſperity of others, their eaſy, ſafe, and 

puriſhing condition; eſpecially if they de 

iemſelves in trouble” and affliction, 2 25 
1 15 eie Babuiſſe dobbrit, ſiys the 


N [77 Fs 4 "comfort. 10 (he miſer able, 4 baut A. 


Panions to ſhare their ſorrow : But tis an, ill- 
natured comfort; the goſpel teaches vs better; 


tb rooite with them that do 5 diet, and weep 


with hem that t Weep, Rom. ii. 13. Art thou 


drcumftances ? don't repine at the eaſe or. 


ciſed, and Wich and pray they may continue 


e them; but rather wiſh, and us what"in 


ba. as. a 4 


in, yiew : : 1 öbſerbe, 109% +43 aaa nahen | 
5 That 


But to come to that which J have Pascal 


9. Thatartis! Wem bee and n g 
_ of all-fainkfol miniſters of Chriſt, that all that 
hear them may be not only almoſt; but alto 
gether: perſaaded TO Were ts 
& Jelus Chriſtc!- SE alen 5 1 17 9% 841 
Ibat ibon, ah al that bear. me this day, 
were not only almoſt, but altogether ſutbius Lam. 
He alludes-to Agrippa's words; not only 
lutle perſuaded, but a great deal; in dM Eb 
% r He wiſhes not only that they might 
be under ſome. convictions, but | ſtrong | and: 
powerfub1impreflions/; that they might bes 
fully poſſeſſed withaſenſe! of the reatonablet 
neſs and excellency af the goſpel, ; of the di- 
vine 1 dignity of Chriſt, | of the 
neceſſity of faith: wo to their ſalvation ; 
that thereupon ectually per? 
l — . hom 4 — anto-Cadch;> n 
ſubmit themſelves to the Lord Jeſus: Ciriſt 3 
not only in profeſſion, But with their Whale 
hearts; devoting themſelves entirely to him, 
in a courſe of holy obedience, . | 
af ue life and be Ppineſ e. 
We ſhall here, 1 Firſt lace, eite 
| 1 are partitularly, What it is that the 
i4 le and every faithful miniſter, 
a $ for all their hearers: and, N 
— For what reaſon they are ſo de- J 
e . n LO 3 
I it is the Apoſtle wi i 
Agnippa; and the reſt of his iſs for king: 
r faithful miniſter for alb his hearers. 
"iagethir fach ar T an. > The A poſtle does- 
not mean in What * him as an. 
23 ** | Apoſtle, 


of ih 


4 4 nnn Serm. I. 
Apoſtle, or Teacher Are all Hp? Are 
all Teachers? No. Nor wis it reaſonable to 
wiſn that the body ſhould be all ene; Mere 
were then ibe bearing? But that they might 
have the ſame precious faith; be lining 22 
bers of Chriſt, his faithful ſubjects 3 have an 
intereſt in the bleſſings of the goſpel, in the 

ſame manner, and to the fame degree as him - 
felf.——This then is what- 2 
deſire for their hearers, that they may have 
a full conviction and lirely ſenſe of the truth 
aud imporcayee of religiony and Particularly: 
of the gaipecl ; that they may hate the ſa ving 
knowledge of the encelbency of the perſon 
and grace of Jeſus Chriſt; that they may be 
fully acquainted with, and have a ſively ſenſe 
reaſonableneſs and encellency of: the 
lis of Chrifr; chat their hearts may de filled 
with-love to, and value for Shriſt; and c- 


. 2 fully voſbl vod and de tennibed 10 


devore (thaink|ves to him in i hey obedi- 
ence: - And lait ly, that they may have: an in- 
tereſt in the lout and goace of: Chyilty. andᷣ all 
the blachn uf the” elt e abe Ho 
2. Thaw they: haves lively foofe. and 
fut conviction of h un oß athe gau; be 
not only. almoſt: perſuaded thereof, bats allo- 


rr 0 ee eee 20 bad 

This the Apoſtle aims at in the :whole of 
his. difeourſe,, and wd have! carried 
their conviction fill farther, if they - hac been. 
diſpoſed do attend to him, Indie- lies at 
the root eb men's diſobedience ta the: goſpel. 


Hence miniſters loboyr ifs earneſtly to c- 


n vince 


Ser. 1. i Ratzeron recommended: 


vigce, men of the certainty. of divine WF. 
of- neee and perfections of God; of the 
reality of a future judgment; of f Heaven and 
hell, 8 all the great doctrines of the goſpel. 
Hence ms endegyqur to anſwer. every oblec : 
hg to reſolxe TOR: and, to fix upon 
the minds of men i convictions, of 
the woch and neceſſity of teſtgion. 2 Corinth. 
iv. 13. We baving the Jame.ſpirit of faith, ac- 
carding as it is-ritien ; 1 believed, and therefore. 
have I ſpoken ; wwe 90% believe, and 2 
ſpeak. Nin iſters deſire, to poſſeſs the, 
oß others with the ſame firm links apd lively, 
ſenſe of thoſe truths, which they themfelyes- 
haue. 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. For we myſt all ag. 
peari before the. judgment ſeatn of 47 &. 
Knowing therefore. abe terrers of , the e 
panſuads men. It is heir grief 0 wy 
ſg,unggafogable a3 —_ to the. moth. 
cen e 
1 mit ef, an exigdenc 
What they: a ben in, ll other « 3. C45: 
tag think they, if wen. 
muſt give; apt accounk Sf ghar 
the juglige fa 


balique- 
miglyes/ta- Chai 
IA they Sauld never act 48 they 
do: and why thontc they pot believes ws 


the. evideneg is ſo ſtrong and comvipcing ? | 

2, Faichful miniſters wiſh for theig bees 
that thay a have à cleat and diſtinct Know- 
ng, of op perſon ang; 


what be is, they would — cy — 4 
nr WO thou, knewe/t, tht: gift of 3 


minds, | 


15 2 
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and who it is "that" ſaith unto thee,” Give me to 
int, ibou wouldft buve aſked of him, and be 
would bave given thee livigg water. We there-" 
fore carneftly | defire to convey to men as 
clear and full a knowledge of Chrift as poſſible. 
We tepreſent and 1 8 4 him to our 
hearers in the x lofies ef his perſon, as the Son 
of God, and God with his Father; poſſeſſed 
of the ſame divine power, wiſdom, and good - 
ness, and cloathed with his ſupreme authority 

and dominion over all creatures, ' in heaven 


chat all may behold and Admire him in che 
beauties and glories of his love and grace; 
_ manifeſted” ja his coming down from heaven 
to die for and in procuring pardon, life, 
and 2 us. 3 am determined, ſays — 4 
je, 1 Cor. ii. 2. 10 know nothing but 
2 and bim crutified.” Not that he 85 
— confine his inſtructions to that bad 
cblar point of doctrine, but all ſhould centn 
ald terminate there; this ſhould be the gra 
ſobject of his diſcourſes, to ge their — 
oy to Chriſt, and their ines to his' 
laws,” For Chriſt is — ey when his au- 
— 3s ee, Nv eonndnda exphiined, 
and MN the reſt of his doctrine taught, What 
ever he hath revealed for our ſalvation, It is 
our earneſt deſite you may know more and 
more of Cbriſt; being e fenfible*'0f the 
fying wer of his doctrine in their hearts: 
Could de but ſhew you him in all the won- 
ders of his grace, and the beauties of bis 8 5 
3 you could: not be indifferent- to hien. 


3. We 


ſonahlenels of the laws of Chriſt. 
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be fully convinced of the excellency and rea- 
e fully convinced of the ex ellency, and rea 


+ of A bes * £ . 
/ reſtraints, upon their inclinations, AS , difficult 


nation, convinced of the contrary, and. would 
be glad to free you from your prejudices 
againſt thoſe laus; be Kong 24, they are 
moſt reaſonable, juſt, and good, by no means 
ee the yoke, of Chriſt is eaſy, and 
his urden light; O that men would but be 
perſuaded heartily, to try! they would find the 


ways of religion, ways of pleaſautneſ, and all ber 


| ry 40 be peace. They would find it even de- 
Tightful to deny themſeſves, and to teſtrai their 
own inclinations; they would reap from it a 
pleaſure much greater than in gratifying them. 
Jy ould to God mea did but_ſee. how deſirable, 
how honourable, how delightful it is to go- 
vern their. paſſions, tio be meek. and bumble, 
to be ſober and temperate, to reſtrain and ex- 

tinguiſh their reſentments; to maintain in 
their breaſts a conſtant calm, never to be ruffled 
and diflucbed ; to. be fell pf love, kindneks, 
and benevolence towards all; to do good. t 


> : 


all; and even render good for evil ; to walk 


Pay 


* 


the glories of the heavenly ſtate; to be indif- 
ferent. to the things of this life; to commit 
themselves and their concerns to God; to 
truſt all their affairs in his hands | 


4 
w iS 


by faith; to live in a conſtant expectation of 


! 
? 
1 


' 


and refign * 
: þ| 
> 1 4 CT? | 

| WI j 


| - Chit; eertain 1 could not but be 


6 4 thirnigh DrrtiAMNMAT Ten Berth; II. 
with p 13 ſabmiion, Without repining 
and - to the orders of Providence; 
to do the duei duties of their ſeveral teHatfons with 
Ive and affettion, with dillgenee and care, 
Wich pattence and RIF-dental; fubtifitting to 
one afocher, and pleafing one angther for mu- 
tua Wification; We carheftly deffre and en- 
dexvout to poſſeſs mitts minds with a ſenſe 
of the excel of theſe rules of the goſpel, 
of theſe grated of the ſpirit; and of the odi- 
Voſdeſd of the contrary® ſins" und vices; and 
what whesfinefs, diftfuretudes, trotbles, and 
Alflictions, they bring upon men-; that ſo 
they may delight in the one, and hate and ab- 
Hor the other ; that they may be *petſuatfed 
With ure to fadinit themfelves to Chrift 
and his yoke ; and caſt off that of ſin, as möſt 
$ and inſuppòbrtable. Could men be 
roughr to ſee the” beauty of Holineſs, "as re. 
cotmtnended by the precepts and 'txa of 
love 


1 


46 
46 


with it. 1 
"We e ene cht kene hallds's 
miy be fifled wich 2 high vale for, and love 


to r. 
86. the Apoſtle bor the PF 
chip, i, 16:51 e ok ns ee 
Bos, de Mey might Ee the love of Chrift, thi 
pal kmowlellge.” S0 kndw the ove of Chriſt, 
as; that they might be enflamed with love t 
Him. And with a view to this the Apoſtle 
10 ofteh. enlarges upon the riches of the gract 
Uf Ohrit, an e Him 4 4449 way tb 
For: 15 M i tt vky } 


#7 
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bat ate really deſtitute of love to him. They 
do nut conſider their obligations 10 him, nor 
the excallency of his perſon and grace : hay 


ſeldam think of him, or maintain communion 


mithedind-:2 Þhis will be no leſs than the ruin 
of their ſouls 3 for be that love not the Lord 
Jeſus Gbrijt, kt bim be Anathetna, Maranatha, 

1 Cor. xvi. 22. Compaſſion for ſouls, there- 
fore, as wel as love to. Chriſt, may quſtly raiſe 
rin *very faithful miniſter. a concern to in- 
ſpire their þearers with love; to him. Hence 
do they often 
do ſeſs than · ſove him who came down from 
«heaven, to ſave you from hell and deſtruc- 
4 tion z Who ſubmitted to the greateſt ſuf- 
e eringe, and ſacrificod his own life for your 


„ falvatiot? Is he nat worthy of — aa 


<4-and-affefion, who, hath taught you, the 


A * 4 


PRs them; Can you 


% way to life and happineſs, and given on, 


in his own conduct. Jo perſect a pattern of 


every exceljent grace and virtue ? Are you | 


% not under the higheſt obligations to love 
| nee as whom you owe all yu ur preſent 
cc 
, pro ts of happineſs? Shaw en you. look 
him in- the face at the great day, if you 


have not the love of Chtiſt in you? We 


earneſtly wiſh: you would lovt him, not in 


word only but allo indeed and in truth ; anö 
FP oacin 0100 fobiata* the. 


5 That you (would. ſincerely; and; heartily 


E in a courſe of 


Fare tits. 1 


rere, his 


. * A e . | "I" Y” 
ty eln of gen oe tes lire 5 rhe Th 


comfort; and all your future 
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This it is % 5% a3 be Apo Paul, He 
had. Wholly given up himſelf to Chriſty and 
ollowed, and obey'd, and ſerved him with 
Tall his heart; made it his whole huſineſs to 
promote his kingdom and intereſt in the 
World. And we wiſh that we could per- 
ſuadle al our hearers- to act the ſume part. 
Our buſineſs is to OO you to Chriſt 4 ts per- 
made you to yield yourſelves to God in him. 
When we can prevail with any to come to 
A thorough #eſolution, thus to give themſelves 
up to Chriſt, according to the goſpel; how hap- 
py are we! What a grief of heart muſt ĩt be to 
Jook about our congtegations, and to ſee fo 
many that have not taken theſe; meaſures for 
"their happineſs ; that have not openly avowed 
the Lord to be their God, and Chriſt to be 
their Saviour and Lord; or having made 
ſuch profeſſion, do not act agreeably thereto. 
We Ermedig wich that they would be Chriſ- 
tian; not only id name, but in reality; that 
they would not think it enough to ery Lord, 
| "Lord call (him their Lord and Maſter, but 
alſo ſhew their regard to him, by doing his 
. will, and departing from iniquity. We wiſh 
that none wo e themſelves, and ruin 
their own ſouls,” by- depending upon à bare 
proſeſſion, chile their hearts are I of 
Ae lows: 68 Gods and, fach in Ct. We 
are afraid and concerned leſt ſuch and ſuch 
-who come and hear the word of Chriſt as his 
people; who join in public prayers and praiſes, 
| any 3 * A ſhould 
788-24 e . 7 »„ * 
0 


Pry . ny 


rg tows - beeatiſe they Jove this'workd 
Rook alf God and n 
Berit Gery Mense And abt diztls 
of thi Lech, theif finful lofts;{ not dive tö Odd 
m Chriſt.” We "heartily y pray te Goc, tut 
2 i900 who who ES jon, iy po 
wn wi teſolutions, 
- tio e hrs; and pot chose geed * 
| Toletighs'in ET | Ol 008 ge 


Vith good ur auſwerabſe, fih- 
NE al endenvours; for we lenolx 
thar mäny will fee te enen in as lad, nd 
Hull not I able, Luce ii! 14 7 ont f 
die fluggard"d; Ms, en bath nothing," Prov. 
Ai. Kr. "We wiltiiand® pray, ut d gere 
ee peer 
| religion a „ may 
in true \ converſion, 4 flzed determined feſo- 
ion of becbriiing the 1.5 Ps j aßd that no- 
ding may 2 —— divert yo from 


8 


wa world hot! into 
Jens deen e 


8 —_ rigrols 
17 0 5 
get God ahd Chriſt, "your fot, and 
we eatneftly'priy* ir muy not, hut 
ve forming for'y | fin com 56th 


1 meafs of Tlthbh, 
e n pe 
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debug ef that ſoul we were in hopes we had 
f Sap for Ohriſt. We cannot hut, often. be 
:wiſhing ying, that ſuch and ſuch young 
»pevſons,. who. have, 135 the advantage: of a 
1ghigh ation, and, in conſequenes there- 
tels paye often had ſome ſerious thoughts about 
| their eternal , ſtate, but are tog conſtantly. di- 
-verigd:, by othe Ebene or buſineſs the 
tworld, Nous be ee 10 Jength 3 to come 


q a reſol and follo Nag 
+Chiiſt, WE wholly, 1 themſel ves 
from the eee of ſin 


vanity, 

| that they may live to Ch riſt, accordi togke 
will of God. We heartily wiſh. 

chat the who 9 by theit circumſtar 
in the world, or by their — d. abili 
tis, wight uf ful, of 1 OF, Hods 
glory, would they Ae, thoroughly. devote 
theqſelves to Chriſt and 2. S 11185 


6 with. 5 
iy 0 . -that, 50 pare T 
e £4 


# — 5 — etter 2ccqunt. . And. to.G 
| {thoſe ho 1 A is Va to the 


ige, have loo ae ay having 
| Hos, 1 into. the ſer vice. of 
E. — 1 555 ae of ths and. xelja- 

2 455 Ms FE 


than. after the hang known! it, in depart from 
the boly — r aun them, 2 
5 Ai. e od they might be 

e fg n by his N grace, and 


ded. to return again to that Jeſus, from 


7 — they hape. grie vouſiy reyolted; that 
\they may be ſaved from that 9 condem- 


.natigo, Which. otherwiſe. will "cexraioly/eome 
1 474 them... And. laſtly, ... ol 5 


We earneſtly wiſh you all an ingerefd in 


'Chrilt, in all the glorious bleſſings of ns on 


28 


ts Paul. 00 of the Thratlites,. Rom.. 128. 
My beart 775 re and prayer for Iſrael is, that 
67585 be, Javed z io Faithful. miniſters can 


ſceure from the miſeries of the damned; your 


| | ſin pardoned, and your ſouls ſanctiſied by the by 
ace of the; ſpirit. We earneſtly, Aer to 
os 63 CONSE of grace, and 


you 
joined to | e wiſh you an intereſt in 
; a, the 7 peooes of, AAR that you might 

comfort amd benefit of them. We 
wiſh you all happy in the fiyour of God; the 
protection of his ſpecial providence, and the 
i and joys of the holy.ghoſt;, and that 


1 pr ſp n, a good foundation of everlaſt- 
ee 


We wiſh to ſee you all, 


1 the great day, at the right hand of the 
Juc af i Hachen d, and ; owned, by Chriſt, . as the 
| | er. It ãs our carneſt deſire, 
bee of- a hege may be excluded out 


2 E. 


al. in r rarommended.”. 81 
| ee have kngwn-the way of righteouſneſs, = 


0 may have preſented yon a, bleſſed 
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82 ame Seem, M. 
of that bleſſed and glorious" 
will be continually finging praiſes ane 2 
Jujahs 80 Him that firs Upon che chrome, and 
unte the Eümb, that lives and reigus with 
lien fer ever und ever. We 'cabitiot i hot 
to bear the thought, that any of our he 
"whoſe ſouls have been committed to dur "tate, 
ſhould perim at Haft with devils and damned 
Apirits. "Top revent this is the reaſon: of our 
earneſt e of 'our "exhorta- 
tiche, and of our ſincete and fervent prayers 
in;publick and private. It is your everlaſting 
ſalvation, my friends an- . that is 
our great concern; ve ſeek not Johrs, but 
you, your deliverance and happineſs. We fee 
the "miſerable condition the fouls of the ge- 
nerafty of mankind are in; fiat faſt hold 
the devil hath of chem; how many 
devices he hath to maintain lis Poffedbon. 
We ſee what great love Chriſt bath ſhewn to 
man, in coming down from heaven, aud dy- 
4ng for their lakes. We ſte what pytorious 
_ 'Bieings' he hath © purchaſed and offered ; 
we would fain perfoade* as many as we can 
10 fall in with the „ deſigns of their Sa- 
viour, to fly from 'the to come, to 
ole thethſives happy, every not re her 
bon merties.” Such as theſt are * hah 
de enmenhy defire abd pray for, on 
account ; and can we 80 70 <fcEtally [hew 
our reſpect and concern for yo! $6 Ate not 
rheſe the things you | 
gere and for ever? Acht 
Yeaſoltabletieſy and tporeanc 


Various 
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the excelleney of the perſon; grace, and laws 
of Chriſt ; a prevailing affection to God and 
Sic and, devotedneſs to chem; "and „ in. 
conſequence thereof, an intereſt in all the 
bleſſings of the gofpel; z theſe are certainly 
things te of our and your concern: as 
will fl} more fully appear from the conſide- 
ra 
head, and which will be the ſubject of our 
next diſcourſe. God grant we may all of us 
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H mem xxvi. 26. n darts 


And Paul 28 T would to — . lat 50 "pot Wy 
"theu, but alſo all thoſe that bear me this 2 
dere both almoſt, and alen mw as 1 

an, txcept theſe Bonds. 


E ſhall now proceed to e. . 
Vas propoſed in the Second placez 
1 For what reaſons the Apoſtle was ſo 
concerned for the converſion of king 
Agrippa, and all that heard him; and 

_ why every faithful miniſter is ſo deſirous 
of the converſion and ſalvation of his 

| hearers, 8 

1 is becauſe they themſelves are ſo fully 
convinced of the great truths of the gol] «& 
and from their love to Chriſt, and zeal 157 1 
glory of God; from the tender compaſſion 
they have for the ſouls of men; for the ex- 
perience they have had of the love and grace 
of Chriſt; and becauſe they ſee how fit and 
reaſonable it is for all men to turn to God by 
Chriſt, and foreſee the certain condemnation 
of all thoſe, who having the goſpel preacher 
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to them, will b ot obey” ity bur "finally, reject | 


WO + (he New N. Th» * **. . 
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111 (Their ehe ite for he eine 


of their hearers, proceeds from their firm” 0 * 


lief of the great/rruths'of dhe golßel. 


The Apoftle Pail was fully aſſured of thel 


doctrine he taught, and-chat-falvation was only 
to be obtained through Jeſus Chriſt; and 
therefore expreſſes ſo ſtrongly his warm de- 
ſires; that all his hearcrs might be! perſuaded 
to give up thewſelves to Him. Meat, pen 
the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt evidence, fullj pet 
ſuaded there is 4 God that governs the Ng! 
to whom we, and all our hearers, are abcolint-' 
able. We know in whom we have believed, 
and that there is no name given under heaven, 
whereby we can be ſaved, but by: Chiift/ We 
expect to Tee this Feſus 'cotne from heaven, 
to render to all according to their works. We 
know that we, and afl here preſent; muſt 
ſtand before his: awful tribunal; and be Judged 
by him, and therefore tue perſuade men. We 


have received this goctrine, not ohHy upon 


tradition, or the opimon of our teathtrs ;* but 
=— have conſidereq and examined i it, and khew 


it upon the beſt evidence, that ſo it 18. 40 5 


what we have no doubt of ourfelves,' ale are 


ſuie to be of infinite importance to all; and 


therefore would perſuade all men to kiſs the” 
dau, left: be be angry; to ſecute his favour, by 
pw ing his goſpel; to pre pare to meet him 


the great day, with hamble confidence in 


he favour, that they * Hot: 1 5 the e objects a 
of 1 ** wrath, ; 
| D4 n Their 
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706 AC 258 Mk The love af .Chrif. 
1 8 75 peared, 10 him to. lay us 
e obligations. of living to 


and there - 
82 90. 


Chey honour. l 12 Foil 
re. Nt to u af 
al, to pro: 


1 1 all 5 ſe 
poker ven oy of Chril in 
455 nor, e the ſalvation of ſouls hy him, 
Dein Iain ters, who have a dus 
regard. 20.the banour Of Cd, ang. a due ſenſe 
L rhei obligation 10 Chriſt, la the fame. 
| Fr en ee r being, and. 
pur Jong 1 a it & is bue t Me. 
wers in recommending 
him a ir 4 — 9 0 veperation of all, about 
175 1 cannot hut be grievous to fee ſo many 
an 1 neglect of the God that 
. them, and is continually doing them 
— 5 We would fain recoyer them, there - 
fore to ſome ſenſe of their duty to him; and 
ge it is by the eq of Jeſus, Chriſt, that 
Hagers are turned o God 3 and fince this was 


the, gieat end, for which he cams inta the 
1 {et up his kingdom in it; it can» 
nt but he our earneſt deſire and prayer, that 


i kingdem may prevail in the world, and that 
. 1125 are concerned with may be brought. into 
itz that N the GR Eorernment may be fo 
id elta 


* 


Tl. > 
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eſtabliſhed in the earth i and piety, rightegiaſnef,, 
| —.— and love, with all their bleſſed; fruits, 
every where diffuſed, to the glory of: God, 
and bi 1 Jeſus Chriſt. 

3. Their tender \concarn. for the 1 of 
men is @nother reaſon of their eee for 
| the converſion of their -hearers. 
They are aſſured that their e ſtare 
depends upon this very thing; and koow how 
ben is the value of immortal fouls. Any 
temporal loſs; how great ſoever, is but of 
very ſmall. importance, compared with the 
Joſs ef the foul: that may be made up again; 
or, however, the man's happineſs does not 
depend upon it: but if the ou} be loſt, it can 
never be recovered, the 'man iq wiſcrable for 
ever and ever. A man of any degree of hu- 
manity, could not bear to ice his fellow crea- 
ture in bodily pain and miſtry, or in danger 
of loſing: his lift, without a tender concern 
and compaſſion for him; much leſs-can a ſe- 
rious miniſter: bear to ſee a ſou} in a miſerahle. 
dying, periſhing condition, without being 
moſt ſenſibly affected, and uſing all poſſible 
methods for its en e Full of this 
denſe of things, he joins the moſt fervent 


that, if poſſible, be may reſcue them 88 firs- 
brands” out of the fire. Hence his repeated 
applications, his importunate addreſſes, his 
earneſt entreaties, that ſinners would conſider 
their own intereſt, he ſenſible of that danger 
nd mi ſery char-hatigs ov over their heads.z/ god 
3 cocqwe: 
2910 | 


or 


5 


eis with the moſt diligent endeavours, = 


' 58 Abou DF Serin. Hf 
ner can” he be eaſy till he bach ſomé good 
reaſon to hope, that Kis N. yers and endeavours 
| have been attended with the defired ſucceſs. © 
4. Again, The experience: that faithful 
miniſters have ibemfebes bad of the ove and 
Frace , Chriſt,” makes them deſirous that 
others alſo may be partakers of it. 

Tbey themſelves were zy nature cbiluren of 
lb even as: ofbers ; in the ſame 
wretched, and miſerable” ſtate r but G00, 1 
His s finite 'mercy,' having revealed bis: ſon in 
ben diſcovered to them ſenſibly and experi- 
mentaſſy the riehes of his* f and love: 
they Save taten that the Lord il gratious; they 
dave knowncthe good neſs and merey of God 
they are fully apprifed? of fronds of 
the knowledge of eſs Chiiſt, having — 
n and 7 power F bis refurrefion, and the 
Pfeatneſs! of his love; they know the value 
of the benefits of the goſpeh and how ready 
Sheiſt ass te beſtow them upon all thoſe that 
eme te him: this makes them ſo earneſtly de- 


Pros that dthers Did apply to him, that they 


might alfo taſte his-goodnefs,” and experience 


dis love and grace in the ſame manner as they 


Have UoherSothe Apoſtle Paul, having bim- 
 Ifof6ant” rb grace of) Chriſt? to be ex Ming 
 "#diidanf}tecommendstir as a pattern to them 
Tear Pould afierwatd belirve'tn him 10 life evvr- 
Ig, 1 Timothy'4/ 14. 16. Whatever joy 
r ſitisfactiom we ty he feel, we are for 
. Communicating it to others, as far as we can, 
bthodt prejudioe to oapſelves. Thel ſatisfao. 

| * ef the hab 9 by making 


others 


— 
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others partakers of i it. „ Oh k thinks he, would 
a bh to God that others, that all the world knew 
how good, and kind, and compaſſionate a 
t redeemer this Jeſus is: would to God they 
*+..did but know. what it is to have an intereſt 
„in him, as I, through grace, in ſome mea- 
« ſure do. What glorious bleſſings are theſe, 
© God hath beſtowed; on unworthy me! He 
Les as ready to beſtow them on others, and 
©: will they got be perſuaded to accept them? 
How great is their ignorance and folly h 
G. Did they but know the pleaſure of com- 
% munion with: God; what there is in that 
<, peace. of conſcience, and ſatisfaction of 
mind, which ariſes from the ſenſe of the 
* pardon of fin, holineſs of heart and life, 
and the hopes of everlaſting life and olorys, 
et they: would, without delay, forſake all and 
4 follow Chriſt.“' What the miniſters, of 
Ebrift have ſeen. and known of theſe things 
cannot but make them wiſh, that all their 
hearers were partakers of the ſame grace. As 
2 perſon who has been himſelf delivered from. 
ſickneſs and pain, and imminent danger. of 
death, by the ſkill- and care of a certain phy- 
ſieian, is very deſirous to recommend him to- 
others, that are in the like afflictive circum- 
ſtances : or as a rebel, who has obtained his 
pardons been received into his prince's- fa- 
vour, and. treated with the greateſt kindneſs. 


and condeſcenſion, will, when . his fel 
low rebels, uſe all his ſkill to recommend to- 
them the mercy and generoſi: y of his prince, 
ad perſuade them Tr fame. "_ 
CEA - 8 ; 
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| o&'\his. goodaehs and kindncls, as de himſelf 
4 m— wy 931-3; 


5::Midkiiperareearoetly concerned ke | 
ala oof} all their hearets to God in 
Chriſt, becauſe they ſee 3 er A 

1648! ea ni 14: 28 gti li ene if 

„They havd many the arguments 
to uſe with ſinbers, to j. them to be- 
dome the ſervants of God in Chriſt. W hat-.. 
_ ſhever arguments can be drawn, in any caſe, 

fran the conſideration of duty, obligation, 
ori intereſt. they can make uſe of theſe argu- 
meins with much. greater. force, to engage 
men to be the ſincere, diſciples of Chriſt; ſo 
mit, if in any caſe-whatſoever men are to be 
mailed by neaſbn and argument, much more 
in chis; chat! is, if they will at any time act 
principles, for ſome end, and with rea- 
ſon, or a8 reaſonable creatures, they muſt 
upon the fame principles and reaſons, and in the 
uſe of the ſame reaſonable powers, be brought 
over to the intereſt of Chrift- and of religion. 
Tnere are ſtronger reaſons to perſuade men to 
be Chtiſtians in earneſt, ta fear God, and obey 
the goſpel, than there are to dolany one thing 
in the whole world. Of all this the miniſters 
of Chriſt have the fulleſt conviction. We 
plainly ſee how fit and reaſonable; it is for all 
do turn t God by Jeſus Chriſt, upon account 
of the relation they ſtand in to God, and their 
dependence: upon him, upon account of = 

character of Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of God; the 

miſerable condition that man is naturally in, 
9 o a de · 
er 


Siem. III. 3 


. ere eee ſhall. be m. n . 
I. The miniſtets of: Crit ſes ha fie and- 
reaſonable it is. for all to turn to Gad in Chriſt, 
upon account of . the relation they all ſtand in to 
God, and tbeir dependence upon bim: and 
that, as he is our common Creator and Owner, 
our Preſerver and ann 
Portion and Happineſs. W as + r 
1. When ve perſuade you to turn to God 5 
by Chriſt. "ue preſs-you to ſubmit yourſelves _ 
ta Him, who is our common Creator an 
Omen mn. 
And is ma juſt e we | 
ſoould be- his, at his diſpoſal and ſervice, 
who! gave us our being, beſtowed on us all 
our powers and — and made us what. 
we ane? If we are capable of doing any thing, 
it is God chat gave us that power; ought it 
not then to be — in his ſervice? H 
made- us and not we aurnſalves; or, as ſome 
renden it, and His we are, Pſal. c. 3. And 
this is true of one and all of us. Had it not 
been his good will: and pleaſure, you would 
have been nothing. All you who are here 
preſent; you who mind nothing but the plea - 
ſing and indulging yourſelves, without any 
regard to God; 1% Him you owe your being, 
and you are bis property; for hath not the 
potter a. right to the veſſe} which he himſelf 
made? Should not every one enjoy the fruie 
of his on labour? We are more entirely 
the product of God's power and uiſdom, 
| bang" 


Crea- 
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creature; ſinre all. the power and {kill: of the 
creature is dependent and derived; but God 
was independent, underived, and therefore 
moſt properly his own, and conſequentiy has 
the Higheſt, tight to what heohimielf : hath 
made; nor hath he ever paſſed over to others, 
or quitted this right to his creatures; you are 
therefore entirely and abſolutely God's right, 
even all you have and are. God then claims. 
ahd we for him; only what is his own. God 
hath made you reaſonable creatures, fit for, 
and capable of his ſervice ; it is with reaſon. 
therefore, we demand in his name your ſub- 
jection to him; for he that created and gave 
you being, can take it away whenever be 
pleaſes, or deprive you of every thing that 
makes that being valuable, and ſo jeave'you- 
in eircumſtances, that ſnall make you wiſh it 
as a favour to be reduced to your original 
nothing: From hence alſo it appears, how 
reaſonable it is you ſhould: return to God with 
all hour hearts and ſouls, without any reſerve, 
ſince you were wholly. made by him, and 
wholly belong to him. He will not ſuffer 
any ching to come in partner with himſelf for 
hearts and affections, ſince all are his, 
and he will not part with his right. A ag gt” 
A is moſt reafonable to devote yourſelves: | 
to the ſervice of God in Chriſt, as God is 
Pour conſtant Preſerver and Bonefatter. © 
His power and goodneſs continues to you 
the being he gave, and preſerves: you from 
thoſe calamities, which would either rob you 
af it, or of 1 of it. . 
a * 15 
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live and move, and baue hour being. He pre- 
ſerves your health, and lengthens out [your | 
days, and dai loads you! with his benefiis. | 
Whence have you food and raiment? Whence | 
the- various enjoyments of ue? From whom 
have you all thoſe things you are ſo ready to 
doat upon, and which unworthily draw off 
your hearts from God? Is it not God that 
gives m richly; all things to enjoy ? Is it not 
upon his bounty you live and enjoy your- 
ſnd. ? And is it not reaſonable vou ſhould 
live to God, t rough whom you live? Should 
you not love and ſerve him who, maintains 
you, and. provides for you ? eſpecially when 
without him you cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt any 
other way, and he:is.nqwile gbliged-to.do any. = 
thing for you. Muſt che, be at this expence: for 
perſons who have no regard to him, no real 
ſenſe. of his favours, no concern to ſerve bim, | 
o_ under the ſtricteſt obligations to do it: 
or hat reaſon? Why ſhould it beexpeRed? - 
Let me aſk, in the dame of God, every one. 
who lives unmind{ul of God, and his duty to 
him, Why man, ſhould God go on to d 
thee by his providence from all evil, 0 hy 
ſhauld- he exerciſe his power to preſerve thee 
this day in. life and health, sive these food-and - | 
raiment, and other conveniencies? Under What 
obligations he to do it ? And h ſhould you 
expect it, if you will not employ that health 
and time he grants you of his mers; favour, 
inchis ſervice we you. "will, not eat and drink, 
and do everything elſe to his glory, as he 
. vou provide for 


your- 


N nga 7 
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| , without God? Can yo] de wWüh- 
out him? Can you retain your (nc "try 
moment without him? or 
unc other eomforts, one hour without — 
IF you can do without God, de % We will 
not inſiſt upon that right and property which 
God hath im you; as his creatures, how well 
founded ſotver it be, if you can live and take 
eure of yourſetves ' without him, add faff- 
12 — provide for your on comfort and wel- 
a e Wilk no longer inſiſt upon your obli- 
of living entirely to God, and ſerving 
nim. But if befide your receiving at firſt 
your ring from God, you ſtill depend en- 
tirely on him, as it is moſt certain you do; 
wor the eondinuance of your being and hives, 


_ nd have" all the neceAaries, comforts, and 


| s of | life, holy from him every mo- 
ment, nor can poffibly have them, or any of 
them, but by his free e and mere favour ; 
| how reaſonable, how r ary is it for you to + 
fobmit yourſelves: wholly to him, and to live 
und act im every thing accotting' to the orders 
N r given you by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. 
As God is our only Portion and Happi- 
ve in Cheiſt, it Kill more evi appears to 
Deer reaſonable for all to devote them- 
—— im Jeſus Chriſ t:: 
O any man find 4 ſuſicient bebe 
for himſelf in the creature, ſt might ſeem to 
Juſtify, in ſome meaſure, the de voting himſelf 
holly to the put ſoit and enjoyment of that 
testure, and the 'negleR of God and his ſer- 
vice: o' even 6—́— ia 
od 


1 * 
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ee 
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excellent, won 
gur happineſs, } 
ee OM tis 1 20 we are n 
entertain igheſt c canceptians © | 
expect the greateſt ſatisfaction from, ir ooly 
gratifies our inſerior powers and facukies, our 
lenſes, and our fancy ; and gives no: ſolid the 
tisfactory A res to our. reaſon a 
detſtanding, the nobleſt Lanka 66a ni) 
 and.ati beſt, .It - 22 An N 
ſiged to this life, a 
have an end. 
hom 


oh ee. 4 5 
How. is che na th 
enjoyments? Hm ſoon are vr rabbed f 
them ? How ſoon are we ourſelves taken from, 
them ? Do not kg oo Bo ally experience? 
| You that negle& Col for. the Jake. af,your 
Naaſares How Tale js. there io thaſe plea- 
ſures, when yau have them? Ho ſogn do 
| hey vaniſh eee will 2 i 
capacity of enjoying them your 
ſouls, and defines; after happineſs, will, My. 
remain. Nou who are..ſo; greedy, after riches, 
who are fp buſy in beaping un he wealth of 
this world, that for it you neglect your duty 
to God: and the care of your ſouls,.. js pt 
riches do for 5 What 3 


nog 
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| 1 c ffom chen? Cam they give bw 
com eee ele 
ur Gand His blefflng ? What if you 
J your thouſands; if you have 66G od for | 
ort Obe ad rr intereft in him, as your re- 
| d God inChriſt 2 WY hi thouſands 


ſe Hog 1 pls CO and eafe 0 
| cohſercrices} Ay 7 mfortable enjoy- 
Wen 'of yourſel they ſupport you 


in the eternal 
dere Cat yes oer chem along, unh 70 
| "Stave, or enjoy them there? What ate 
ſe eilige to you, chen you muſt leave 

chem, and erhaps very Won, behind you 

0 But: Goc is -the full, „ perfect, eternal por- 
tion and happineſs of his creatures. His fa. 
057 bert ban Hr, for it will ſechre to 
eli Cverlaſtin Ae, hem this temporal life 
is ended. Bot is beiter than tobe, more 
valable | that? the moſt pleafrräble en | 
ments ; for it gives 4 more entire ad ſolid 
pleaſure, an inward laſting ſatisfaction. He 
it matte both u Happy; beyond 
all fo! gf rant ot ns i ow this 
ig nbt o. Verde in the general, büt is a truth 
chat bonderns every 5 pern. There 


ö 
in not one of all our hearers, but ſtands in 


need! of  Godj-'as bis chief ggod, and only 

ortion,” If you are not ſenſbe of it nov, 
you Will be 0 hereafter- You will certainly- 
kind ie 16, whoever you" be, that have now | 
nd Keribbb to 


be convinced how* much you need the divine 
__ then, when trouble and affliction comes | 
ö 


of this matte! Fou will 


Sum. nm "0 RxvndroW eee = TY Fa 


upon yon then, when ſickneſs and pain ſeizes 
you: "ther, when you lie upon a death · bed 
and this world, pes every thing in it, becomes 
incapable of giving you relief, and, is vanifn- 
ing out of light. Tou will chen ſte that no- 
thing dut God can be your comfort wg" al 
port. This we are ſure, you; will one day, 
every one of you; be fully convinced of and 
if we are called to aſſiſt you in your laſt ma- 
ments, we doubt not, y will then be forced 
to dcknOledge it. We therefore, who ſeeks. 
the comfort, welfareyvand -happiheſe dß every 
lite pe erſon amongſt you, and expect, in a 
little time, to be addi g by your death beds, 
unleſs fiyſt laid upon our oa errnclh deſire 
you would Fee. intereſt in God, ab your 
portion; chat inſtead of making ſol much 
ek ieh ſatisfies not, whith in not a 
Which we ku yo ill ene duy lconfeſt to 
de' dothing, you would) ſeek wfter-that which. | 
is truly good. Tncline your ear, \and _hearkew. 
to-the goſpel, tbat your! ſouls. may: delight: in, 
| fatneſs 7 in" thoſe tpleaſurcy and 22njoy ments» 
which: reſult from the favour and oe of 
God an. Chriſt,” and'an-aflured profpedt of the 
everlaſting efjjoyment of him in Heaven, Ia. 
15. 2 3. We know: that in God alone your 
Wos lies; and not in this world, or any 
thing here. We have often heard dying per- 
ſons ackhowledge this. We are ſure you Will! 
one day be in the ſame circumſtancas, and! 
conſequently of the ſame mind; and thetefore“ 
we-preſs you to ſecure the favour of God, by 
giving up OY to Chriſt, according 9? : 
| the 


5 
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4 reſol Pe 
A -Suchas+heke then are the 2 have 
 toplead in ye from your: rj) to God, 
of 8 az-your-Creator, Pre- 
1 RNfar en 009 CER AT batigzntst. "37 2b 
1. We cannot TR ion VERY. with 
Fg —.—— e ee af 
ed to vans | | 
«bara. of, this 
6{4 815115 ne 
- between. e 
r 14mm _ acces to God,, and 
il :blefliggs:frow him. — galx in 
—— 5 
porios. 8 
der eb re, deen beforcal wor! | pore 


+ 
11 


geh 
8 is biss 
in rad and de in ibe fatber. 
| Gwells; inpaite power and. 
. and love; 
evo the Fae g the-gadbaad. id. All 

the power, authority, and daminios of the 
fathers. is in bis hand, managed: aud executed 
buy bim, without any reſtraiot or limitation. 
Of all this we have the fulleſt evidence in the 
Seeh CY wn, be therefore any argument 
HWA or prrisHe RY": 4 Want- : 
15 | TX 
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wanting: to perſuade every one to ſudmit to 
mim, ho hach in his hand almiy pon, 
| to pont and deſtroy the ener 
Agaimſt His ow and his father's 2 
'to Mm; in who" are all che raſures bf d 
"Yom and kumwledpe, Alx the fülneſs ef grace to 
ſive! and reward his fafthful ſervantbv? To 
mm Who, with the father, bath theabſblore 
demon over all creatures, che ſovereign dif- 
pofab of their eternal ſtate, and frei and 
through hm all that odd, that 'feliciry 
and” blefledneſs,” which we expect from | the 
 Sulheſs of tic godbend, muft be derived” and 


receto ed Miy we not plead with 'you 
b love in ning down from hea- 
d' taking of ' our''12tar;' ſe $nfi- 


Bey below be ; for wor ſulfation?" Ditl 
ke nor" for the ſane end übt to 4 "variety 


ous ſorrows and ſufferings: and 
'cntſed death of the crocs? All this br thy 
Ake, 0 l Ae g- les of Him, 


rc els of Ns lee ys GS, 
Denby b ere ye 8 


An in ſaſpen ce, W 


Hm . Wt deliver” thee” from death and 


1 and make thee for ever happy? 
Have de fer the fulleſt evidence of "theſe 
1 7 * that" this Jes did reatin ebe from 
and tat he Harth this power we ſpe 
| ft "Were" ther ndt ecki folfMed im Mm 

E the p ons that were delivered from 
che foundation of the world, concerning xhe 
Mea of God? Was hot the very time of 
| . a nd in general term. by Jacob, 
| | particularly and expreſsly by E 
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ab was it hot at that very time, that Jeſus 
| — Mets and profeſſed himſelfithe long 
Meſſiah, without any to rival him 
in — pretenßons ? And, as was heſgre ob- 
ſerved, do not the many mitacles it is, certain 
he vrought in the preſence of thouſands, and 
his reſurrection, atteſted by men of unqueſtion- 
able credit, who” ſealed the truth gf it with 
| heir bloods without any, proſpect of worldl/ 
advantage; do not/ithreſe..evidegces, beyond 
all ;contradiRivng.confirny' our. faith in him, 
and aſſure us, that as he rofe from the dead, 
ſo he will raiſe ag up, and judge the World in 
kighteouſneſs? r his 
.doftine; every way- worghy and. ſo 
conduriye te the happineſs c -tmeny, a -the 
0A; PT oduc- 


er of; it uponcthe qe 
22 admirable: effects, where lh 


2 glainly ſheus it to be dixine o And 
ot car it not A anolt evident certain 
that erery one, of you chat chear me 

y, muſt appear ee 
7 ang te dh d im, enb * 
laſting happineſs or miſery, according as you 
have behaved towards him ? It is, wi Beat 
e 1 ee dow ig Adobe 


nens es to Chriſt, . 
n bim 


Grin eee A fecyre. an, intens 

ee e and ft 
N | 
toon re gfe 3 31 | 
105 my The ee ee that _ are in, 
while under the! power, of fi in another rea 
e i vo ens che V ri * 
Hy A 
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ſon why all ſhould come 08 Chriſt, and give - a 
up themſelyes to 1 24 
15 Mankind Are. in af : of apotk-y 300 1e 
bellion againſt their! f The miny y wit- 
ful tranſgreſſions | with which” e all ſtand 
charged at the bar of God, while 2 continue 
.unrepented of and 'unforgiven,,. muſt. expoſe 
us to tbe dreadful | 1 "of his dif 1 
Jaxe: for he is a and holy 
1 75 with a 11 hatred. Hoh, un 
nes of our. winde. and the confuſion ad 
"darkneſs of our underſtandings ;. the irregu- 
_ 4arity, of, the motions of our ſouls ; our fond- 
for Vanity, and indifference to things 
| of he gre importance and exccllency ; 
| ng e range flop the God that made 
8, in hy 22 is a u ep 1 Sur loſs of 
19 image, our original. glory aud ekeellency” ; 
the power. and influence of the devil upon us, 
and out u ppy. ſubjeQion to' 97 158 frail 
and periſhing. condition, 'of thi 4 Able to | 
Fob Many, ne cbt ons! 3 tles; = 
it above a „ that 77 8 bete 70 which | 
every; one is pe dy fi ; all this ſhews 
What need we have to cake ſome effectual 
meaſures for Spe. relief. But we cannbe | 
lp. ourſelves „We are apt b to bY NN o our 
"diſtemper, and are ſtupid acc infenſtbte of our 
Joe nd. 85 Gn au reſche_ d 
from it, but a Terious' W to, Chriſt, 
and giving up ourſelves to him, according to 
the goſpel... There is no 0 whe, 1555 given under 
Heaven, whereby we can be He vas 
Jens” 4 Walle, * * the” 935 Sond the 
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in Chriſt, unfeignedly lubcnuing themſelves 
to bim, according to the goſpel. 
© You will then be freed from FUE guilt of 
fin, all the uneaſineſſes of an acculi Foe 
ſcience, all the fearful expectations c God's 
. everlaſting wrath. and vengeance :. Foo, will 
enjoy chat peace of conſcience, . that” ſweet 
_ compoſure and tranquillity, of mind, which, is 
more deſirable. than the eateſ}, eſt eſtate 
_ which would make you. happy in th wks. 
circumſtances; Which, for its axcellency,. 40 
1 all underſtanding ; none knows. its value, 
| but he wWbo bas it, Leu will, by, the power 
of the grace of Chriſt, gain che victory over 
thoſe irregular. inclinations, and thoſe unrul 
Paſſions, which create you ſo; much upeaſineſs 
and diſquietude, ſo. much ſhame, and ſuch 
bitter refle&ions,. A glorious and divine light 
will be. ſhed: abroad into your minds, 3 and diſ: 
cover to you the moſt nobl 55 Ge ph. 
jets; God and Chriſt, 05 their go . 
Heaven and eternity, and all the w ä 


the goſpel, and of * eternal — 4 Ther is; 


will be given you a ſpirityal di ent, 5 
which yo 0 will ſee ek things 99755 ther, 
| woe. ern light t hag _ you, did lars, 
* BY. kn putti hg yourſelves entirely. Into... £1 

bande, and under the conduct of. the I. 

Jeſus Chriſt, you will be enabled to N 2 abort 
more noble and excellent manner than 
brinig filled with the Enowledee of the will of Go = 
in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding, 


vill obtain ſtrength to "walk worthy of 
Li 1 unto all well 10 th bring Pail 5 


n T * 


74 A.thorough | DeTznnmATION Sem. III. 


every good wort, and increaſing i in the knowledze 
3 —_ Lord.” The ſeveral graces of the holy 
9 55 which are the image of God, the glory 
the” divine nature, will be communitated 


the ele, yet you ſhall be 15 hot ths 
evil of chem, and ſupported” under them. 
They ſhall be turned imo the moſt valuable 
bleſſings, and be the means and occaſion of 
| your enjoying more abundant tokens of the 
avour of God. Add to this, the privilege, 
honour, and plenſure of communion” with 
God and Chrift, and with the glorious afſem- - 
bi of che frſt-borh in heaven; God's ſpe- 
_ cial” care and providence; a bleſſed Victory 
over death, the ſting and power of it; a glo- 
rious reſurrection, * a ſtate of ble ſſedneſs | 
and immorrality ; when eve imperfeQtion 
ot be done away, with all forrow and mi- 
J A hen Tb ſhall be poſſefſed of bnſpeak - 
e pleafores and joys ; compared with Which, 
"the enjoy ments © this life are childiſh follies, | 
Talk al triding ambſements. When the ſoul 
ſhall be advanced to the higheſt perfection of 
wiſdom and holineſs, and enjuy a happineſs 
which ſhall bever end; but after many years 
Hall Tay ? after thouſands and millions of ages,” 
remain as freſh and new as ever it Was, an and 
be GY im arts and encreafing. 
˖ is the glorious ſtate to which the 
gee of the” Sapel wal exalt. all thoſe to 
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| We and heartily give. themſelves. up to 


wee and the one e half has not been old, | 


4 in them? Are 5 8 deſirable? 
real? Can you then be indifferent to them? 


Is there any one amongſt vou who is regard- ” 


leſs of an intereſt, in theſe advantages? . Suf- 


fer us, my friends, ſuffer us to wiſh. you well, 


to perſuade you to be happy, to beg of you 
t to reject your own mercies, Are the plea- 


fures of fin which are but for a feaſor, to de 


9 with theſe plcaſures and. el 


ow often do we hear men talk with rapture 


| 125 90 give 1 Je 
Fo ded. and directed. by. 1 9 5 For: 
And fo.this happy and 
Faid g have every one of ou e 
V. And we are the, more, ſolicito 


Ihe, vanities of this fleeting world bear 924 
1 to theſe ſolid laſting adyantages? 


of ch e thouſands and ten thouſands. that ſuch. 
wo fac are 190 70 of? And is ALA are 


kits matter, becauſe we know and, 179 85 tht 


certain condemnation. of all thoſe, w who having 


.the goſpel preached'to them, will not be thor ; 
| roughly. perlyaded to ſubmit themſelves, ip 


* and heartily 73 | 8 
E © ER | A | For 
. 
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For we hear Chriſt! himſelf declaring, He 
' that helteveth not the Son, ſhall not. ſee life, but 
tbe wwrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36. 
We hear his Spirit aſſuring us by his Apoſtle, 
that Cbriſt will come in flaming fire, to take ven- 
| geance on them that know not God, and.obey not 
The goſpet of Jeſus Chrif, 2 Tüte, i. 8, 9. We 
know the puniſhment will be ſo grievous, 
thar Chriſt aſſures us, it will be more tolerable 
for Sodom, in the day of judgment, than for ſuch 
perſons, Math. xi. 24. This we know will 
be true of every ſingle. perſon, even of this 
__ aſſembly, of Whatever rank, age, or circum- 
ſtance, who live and die in their ins, who 
Prefer the world and its intereſts to God, and 
- Chriſt, and Heaven; who live in the neglect 
e their duty to God, and without a conſtant 
. upon, and ſubmiſſion to the Lord 
Jeius Chriſt, scrordipg to the goſpel, We 
do not e it poſſible for them to eſcape 3 we 
- eantior+find the feaſt intimation ef any reſerve 
of mercy for them at che great day; but, on 
the contrary, the moſt. awful denunciations, 
the moſt expreſs declarations and aſſurances, 
that they ſhalt go into everlaſting fire, prepared 
is every where repreſented as extreme and in- 
tolerable, expreſſed: by all the moſt dreadful 


' © / images, of u priſen, of chains, of darkneſs, of 


n wnquenebable, of wraib' 10 the ullermgſt, 
A puniſhment; that will fill the ſoul with vex- 


tion and anguiſh, be the: ſpring of inceſſant 


* treameſt agony and vexation in their _ 
. 1 thee : ; l 2 7 


-- 
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min" #\Cor, V. 1. We udul and 
have any of: You Pefiſhz and thetefbre 1250 
rarneſtly to prevent Näf ble. 718 en 
Tou ſee; therefbre; for HOW many 
weighty: reeſons' we de ekrhbſtly 15 a 
Weed to perſuade come 15 4 
rnuhstien of beton A 
les and folhbwers . Jeſas e 
-nſfiratich de Nhe ef Thel lity and ine 
ufce of the truchs ef- religion," and f 
-tleularly of the göſpel z a 93 t r the 
hHhonout ef God an e i beer We 
have had of the exteflency E ot 
Ohriſt , of eu pid on 8 he! reaſpnablezefs 
of men's dev hemſel dev to the die of 
„God in Chrift; Wo den hr" relation to 
God, as their Geütof, whe; owtrer, benefackor, AH 
oc portictiialdbidphitſs/Whie sed 
of Jefos Chriſt” the Nn e a by he 
many &vidences' 7 40 IH 
9 the octane A, e 
"rented byithe of Chae) Vene the Tn 
and 'glorious' e Le WARE hs M 
by thut grace. Tee 1 
# together: with" tat d each | 
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h weight 1 5 ybur mini ters, to excite 
"then: 27 or, yQuy; wichen. deſerve to 
IF ay to heart by Our * ? 18,38; not your 
| £ * r exerlaſting happineſs that 
795 ae falyation by. Jeſus 
Gt 1295 now. been, {ct befpre.yau, and the 
.moſt- perluaſive along offered to engage ou 
to ſecute it.: will vou then reject your.) own 
.rfercins, . and;perfift in. Jour anbelief, and dif- 
regare "19,7 gion ang. the. goſpel ? Let me 
2 youth, review at leiſure, — in _ N 
K ie * OE. ſeveral r 
card. vour of,.your d 
25 a hearty ſubje&ion, to the 
have. not. wel 8 — 
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' dulge themſelves in a careleſs, indifference,” at 
leaſt remain in ſuſpence about a courſe of re- 
ligion, from a "ſecret diffidence' of its trum 
and reality, ariſing from ſome difficulties and 
objections againſt either natural or reveal'd 
religion, they have met with in reading or 
converſation. But let ſuch be entreated to 
conſider that there is nothing ſo true and im- 
portant, againſt which difficulties: and oObjec⸗· 
tions may not be raiſed; and therefare, in the 
great affairs of life, men never make: that a 
ſufficient reaſon for not acting at all, but ra- 
ther ſet themſelves to weigh the arguments 
on each ſide of the queſtion, in proportion 1 
the importance of it, and determine then 
ſelves by thoſe which appear to have the great 
eſt weight. And is it not reaſonable we 
ſhould act the ſame part in the preſent: caſe, . 
on which our everlaſting welfare depends? 
Can we be ſuppoſed to be Bncere; or find any 
favour, or even excuſe, with our: great Judge 
at laſt, if we wilt: not be at the pans: to en- 
quire into 'what appears to be, of all otfler 
things, the "moſt. momentous ? If, there 
fore; you are: under any doubt or uncertainty 
about the great truths 6K religion, endeayour . 
_ to-raiſe. in your minds a joſt concern thůt ou 
may obtain ſatisfaction: he willing, be hear- 

- .tily geſirous to know the truth, and reſolve t to. 
ſubmit to it; and make i it your earneſt pray 


* 
2 


> . — Far of Pipl; and 


For inforeiacicn, becher by. teading nt 
verfation, conſulting And who are beſt ge. 
quainted with the great things of religion, and 
ſeem moſt likely! fuichfully to aſſiſt 46d in 
form you. Thoſe wWhOoreagerly lay Hold ef 
every ohjection againſt; refigion, that Tomes 
* 4 their way, but“ will not be at the trouble, 
either thoroughly to examine m *rethſ@tves; or 
t ſeek for ſatis faction fl om thaſe Who are ca- 
pPable of gieing it, ſbew but to phinly'that 
*theyare- bore Mc defirous to know the truth; 
dut rather to find ſome pretenee e make their 
_confcience eaſy ia the neglect of their duty. 
But alas the time will come, chen their in- 
Fncerity, and real aver H² God und gOD. 
 neſs,: will be made:manyifeſt ro 'rhemſehves; = 

0 is Alteady to the world aboot then. 

Let thoſe whio lay ſuch ſtreſs upon tows. 
{ns raiſed againſt religion by men of - #6- 
ſeuled Mminds;t{eouſly examine themſelwes by 
2 les they are governed. Is it hot 
t they: may have the feter ſcope to inidulge 
their itregular inrfinations? 18 ic wor thin 
due may ſet themfelves'ar liberty frem the 
dend of: ature Judgment, and the refera int of 
mer divine | roche i it nen That they 
may deli ver themſti es froim the ubfHgAten of 
2 religious exereiſen, UeR are fo barden- 
dome tocheir custhh tiHν,iH i But to be pre- 


eee n 


_  Innilt append upon ea ,,H to 
: - unreaforabble;y 5 Whatever frais, © religron, 
 aphegher! tara & rv e i u aby. 1 
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de reaſonings and experience of the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men in all ages: and why ſhould we 


be ſo deſirous of liberty to make ourſelves, _ 
and others about us, miſerable ?, Nor is it 


at all more reaſonable to be ſo ſolicitous to 
free ourſelves from the dread. of tbe Divine 


Allpleaſure, by rejecting all religion, as many 


Tem to be. For could men really p al ot 
. themſelves there is no God, or tbat e does 
not concern himſelf. about human affairs, or 
mens moral conduct; this will not alter the 
Dature of thiogs, deltroy the divine Being, or 
moral government; nor be any juſt excuſe 
for their neglect of their duty; they are but 
Jo much the more expoſed to the Divine re- 
1 24 wo ſees the inſincerity of their 
— 7. and 42 mean wm. baſe des they 
upon. I ſay mean and vaſe principles; for 
why ſhould they be ene eee of ney dit 
pleaſure of an infinitely wiſe, good, and righ- 


:Icous God, but for the ſake of Tome unrea- 


Jonable criminal indulgences, they would ſe- 
cure to themſelves? Ile who deſires to act 


e and as be ought. to do, hath. no- 


thing to fear from God or his judgments ;. nor 
From any thing in either natural or ales 


Feligiog, but meets with every thing. thereto. 


ſupport and entertain, and delight him; every 
one af the doctrines of religion tending 
eltabliſh and increafe his peace, 15 leaſure, 


And thoſe. e 5 nel Oy: 45%, 
[55848 18 15 35 at 2:6 be bich . 
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our own intereſt, and that of the world about | 
us; as has been abundantly proved both by 


wt 


( 


. n IK; 1) It we + 17 9 
7 2 45 ae birke, Sets Hl. | 
| which men are ſo much prejudiced, if rightly 
underſtood and attended to, will all be found 

N contribute to the ſame end, far from being 
burdenſome taſks. For what can be more 

pleaſing to a well-rempered mind, than to em- 
555 himſelf in cultivating an acquaimtance 
With, and contemplating the moſt excellent 
and perfect of all beings, viewing the ſeveral 
diſcoveries of his aſtoniſhing power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs in his works and word, and che- 
riſhing correſpondent ſentiments of admita- 
tion, eſteem, and love? What more reaſon- 
able and. delightful than to be often paying 
due homage and acknowledgments to, and 
imploring the favour of the great and merci- 
ful Creator and Governor of the univerſe; of 
whoſe care and goodneſs we, and innumerable 
other beings, are ſo continually. reaping the- 
benefit? And what more fitting and more 
comfortable to a mind duly ſenſible of its 
weakneſs, follies, guilt, and miſery, than 
* humbly to confeſs before God its innumerable 
tranfgreſſions, imploring pardon and grace 

through "Jeſus Chriſt, the appointed mediator | 
between God and man? 

But it would carry tne too far to ſhew, with 
7 55 little reaſon men are prejudiced againſt 
the ſeveral exercifes of religion; to repreſent 
| how uſeful they are to the moſt excellent pur- 

poſes,” and what a, ſource of ſatisfaction and 
eznjoyment to all well regulated miods. 
Since then there are. all manner of reaſons to 
ä to + the hearty belief and practice of 


reli- : 


. | | 4003 


8 k 
— 
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: religion, and no jut objections againſt 41 
let none remain any longer in ſuſpence, or in- 
differe:it about it, but come to an immediate 


TT 
3 


and fixed reſolution of devoting themſelves to 


it. "Look to God in Chriſt for thoſe divine 


aſſiſtances which are abſolutely neceſſary to 


enable you to begin and carry on ſo import- 


ant an undertaking; Pray earneſtly to God 
for bis grace, thoroughly to change your 


_ and to give you the ſaving Know- 


ge of Chriſt. Beg of him, that he would. 
— ſuffer good impreſſions to wear off, and _ 


good reſolutions to 3 abortive. Tell him 
pod are ſenſible of your changeableneſs and 


ing cold, careleſs, worldly, and hardened 


_ Intreat him to work ſo powerfully, 
ually, and conſtantly,” by his holy Spirit 


| upon you, that you may cleave to the Lord 


with purpoſe of heart unto the end: and for 
your encouragement know, be that ſetks Hall 


Ind. Such prayers and deſires ſhall not be in 
Lain. If you continue waiting upon God in 


| the way of your duty, it will certainly iſſue 
in peace, comfort, and everlaſting joy. : 

As for thoſe who are, by the grace ot 
God, thoroughly * perſuaded to be ſincere 


_ Chriſtians, bleſs God for his grace to you, Gb A 


_ and im you, aſcribing-all to the glory of the 


free grace of God; endeavour after ſtill great 


er meaſures of grace and zeal, of love to 
Chriſt, and activity in his ſervice; growing ' 


ee, an IM TA, Lord and ; 


— 
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inconſtancy, you dread to think of your grow 


Saviour 1. 
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2 Peter, iti. 18. and bai 
for the 


3 out to Ke end, con: inually waiting bi 
ſüiſvation of God : Which God, of his iofi- 
= 3 nite mercy, grant to us all, t. 1 our Lord 
” Ih efus. Chriſt. 1 e 
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